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THE GREAT DAYS OF ZOOLOGY ARE NOT 
DONE 

My Dear Friends, 

Welcome to issue eleven. As the last issue of 1996 it seems mildly appropriate that the unwritten 
theme of this issue seems to be very much 'Ring out the old. ring in the new'. As most of you know 
Alison and I are in the process of getting divorced. lbis was not something that I ever wante.d -
indee.d I am finding it very difficult to come to temts with. but much against my will it is happening 
and there is nothing that I can do about it As many of you know, Alison and I always worke.d 
together as a team. and now because of the current situation that team is no longer operable. This 
means that inevitably changes have had to take place in my life., and as the greater part of my life is 
involved with forteana and fortean zoology in particular. this has meant great changes at TI1e Centre 
for Fortean Zoology. 

The most important change is that my long time friend and colleague Graham Inglis, who will be 
familiar to anyone who was at this year's Zoologica or either of the last two UnConventions. has now 
become Assistant Director of the C� and together we have launched several new projects. These 
are detailed elsewhere in the issue, but in the words ofTony Shiels "Fun and Games are afix>tl" 

Many thanks to everyone in the A&M re.adership and team who has support�d me with visitc;. 
telephone calls and letters during the past m·o months. which, as you are all aware has not been easy 
for me. I won' t single any of you out for special thanks because ro do so would take up half the 
magazine. but you know who you are, and you have my heartfelt gratitude. It is a hoary old piatintde. 
but at times like this- (and I won' t pretend that much of the last three months has been anything but 
hell), you ftnd out who your friends are. 
I found that out very quickly and most of them are. reade.rs and/or subscribers to this magazine. W � 
are sony that this issue is again a little late, but we. 
are. getting back on track. I am sure that you will 
forgive us. I am not too sure., however, that I can 
forgive Mr Naish (an artist and cryptocetologist of 
this pari!; h) for his utte-rly libellous picture of me. 
being carried away by a giant eagle which appears 
in the bottom right hand corner of this page, but I 
am sur<" that I can learn to live with it 

May we be the first to wish you all a suc cessful and 
peaceful 1997. 

Br.�s:Qh 

' """" ""' ' I 

·-; 
JonatJl� Downes 
(Editor) 



This is a particularly peculiar newsfile 
because although there is quite a lot of news, it doesn't fall into the categories that we usually use, so 
several of the charming logos 
prepared for us by Mark North have to remain unused thts time .. . . 
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RELEASE THE BATS (2) 

In a scenario soundipg somewhat similar to the 
ff'cent C'hupacabras incidmts forty villagers in El Pozon.. a small villa�e in e.aste.m San S:'\lvador 
have been. attacke-d. by vampire bats. �oc� 
expert<� cl:um that this unusual state. of affatrs IS 
du� to a lack of more normal food sources for the 
tiny :uti..mals. Boston Globe 3.4.96 

MAN EATING WOLVES 

--··...;. 

1 the 1920s, believed that the wolf's avoidance of 
1 man was a recent development due to its feru· of 

I; g�. and that Native-Americttn legends of trum eatine wolves were true. 

! In 1 ;th Centu.rv India the wolf had a deadly 1 reputation of being 'deadly to children · . but there 
' have. been no re-POrt� of wolf attack.s of anvthing 
: like this scale for more than a hundred yeaci. 

The wolf has been exterminated from vast tracto;. 
of it'l former territorv. and the. {'?Ottlation in 
Northern India is greatly reduced: Only ten wolves have been tracked down in the. region, 
d��ite hunts by thousands of villagers and police 
offlcers. 

In comparison, hunters searching for the Beast of 
Gevaudan in 18th Cen� France shot around 
2,000 wolves. Some vill a,sers are claiming that 
werewolve.'l are responsmle for · the killin!!s, 
others that the children are be-ing murdered by infiltrato� front Pakistan wearing wolf skins. ) Cincizrnati Enquirer 1.9.96. 

/ NOW PLEASE WASH YOUR 
i HANDS ... 

Rumours of were�olve.s are swee.ping through 1 
thl:' J ndtan state. ot Uttar Pradesh. Tliirty three Denver Zoo: 5.9 p�opk contracte-d s.almopdla in 
childre.n have. bee.n kille.d and a further twenty the space. of :> days from lndone�nan Komudo 
seriously maukd since April. Inve.stie ations state Dra!!om; -some. from touchine the enclosure. and 
that the. killines. which centre on -the Ganges som-e from direct handling. -
hasi n :m· the. work of wolves. 

t\fodern research suggests that most account'! of 
atu�.:ks on human bemgs by wolves are folkloric 
and that with the cxceptlon of rabid animals' 
wolves are rel:ttively harmless to man. This view 
contrasts strongly v.ith the native oral tradition in 
Europe. Asia and North America. 

The. naturalist Emest Thompson Seton. writing in 

No-one died. The US Centre for Disease Control 
subse.quently recommended that zoos ere.ct 
double barriers to keep animals and humans 
apart and provide "li!cilities /Or people to waslJ 
tl1eir hauds" . .. New Bedford Standard-Times 
2.3.96 via COUDi 



FOLLOWING IN BERT'S 
FOOTSTEPS 

Seattle airport and was allowed to board the plane 
with the Sleepy snake in his hand baggage .. The 
man feU asleep duri1_1g the flight but th� python 
woke up and wrapped Itself around the ankles of a 
woman passenger. Afte.r some disruption cabin 
staff ca�ht the snake, and confined it secUrely in 
an in-fligbt metal container. 

A staff member at Seattle airport was sacked. Mail 
on Sunday 29.9.96. 

RUDOLPH STRIKES BACK In a belated tribute to the most (only?) famous 
Capybara of all time. two of the world's largest 
rodents made a break for freedom last summer. Marmite a reindeer from Pennywell farm animal 

centre found that freedom lias some unusual hazards. Straying into a garden in Buckfastleigh, 
Devon, it got Its antlers entangled in a ro� 
wasbin2 line and had to be rescued by police. TI1e 
TWJCS Z2.8.96. 

Reg, a male of the species went AWOL from 
Malvern Zoo at the end of Au.,oust His rather laid 
back escape attempt ended after only five da_ys 
when he was tracked down with the aid of a BBC 
Radio 5 Hotline, and found wallowing in a pond 
only half a mile from the zoo. · 

A female capybara from a diabetes research farm 
run by Oxford University has proved a more 
successful survivor. The exact date of her escape 
seems uncertait)., but reports of a four foot lon� 
rodent frightening unsuspeeting anglers arouna 
the village. of Sttmton Harcowt, (betwe.en Oxford 
and Witney), have been surfacing since. e.arly 
Auou'it Research staff have searched the area, an<f enlisted the help of local villagers, but have f.illed to track her down. Ex�rts fulve said that 
she is unlikely to survive the local winter. Let's 
wait and see shall we? BBC Radio 5 3.9.96; 
Sunday Times 11.8.95; Daily M.ai113.9.96. 

AVJIAN' 
AJNf (Q) MAJLJTIE§ 

BLOWING IN THE \VIND 
South westerly gales at the beginning of October 
blew a rich crop of rare birds to the westoounrry. 

Guesthouses on the Scilly Isles reported a boom in 
business from twitchers anxious to see birlh 
incl�ding. .a serui-palma� sandpiper. a �?uff 

Editorial Query: Does anyone in the wide bellied p1p1t, a norther:n onole., a red e.y;o vtreo 
and almost impossibly eclectic A&M and two pectoral sandptpers . m Telete:a_.L0.96. 
readership have the slightest inkling of an j COME IN NUTMBER 57 YOT TR 1qea v.hy a capybara 'M:>Uid be any use for I � diabetes researCh? . TIME IS ... 

THE EAGLE HAS(N'T) 
LANDED 

A rare eagle has escaped from the UK Falcoruy Centre in Thirsk. North Yorkshire. Olga, a 
Russian Steppe Eagle with a six-foot wingspan, took off dunng a flying exhibitiou in Aug.usL 
Daily Mail 21.8.96 

A female fulmar. known only as Number 57 has 
been named as the oldest known bird to survive in 
the wild since records began. 

The seabird is more than fifty years old, and still 
breeds every yeM on the. uninhabited island of 
Eynllallow in the Orkneys. Daily tvfail 19.8.96 

DEAD PELICANS SOCIETY 

GREAT SNAKES! The. Salton Sea National Wildlife Refu�e in 
California announce.d that thousands of pelicans 
and other rare sea birds were being killed at their 

A Royal Pvthon was confiscated by customs refus!e by indiscriminate use of pesticides in the 
officers at Heathrow Airport after causi!tg chaos locality and they called for an urgent review of the 
on a British Airways flight The fytl:lon belonged practice. Boston Globe 28. 7. 96 vul COUDi. 
to a Polish � who luld bough It in a pet shop 
in Seattle. He showed it to airport secwity staff at 
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FERRETING OUT THE 
TRUTH 

Confinning what our beloved editor wrote in his 
most recent book the Vincent Wildlife Trust have 
claimed that "Britain's Polecat population is expanding �Pi.dly and �s spread to most parts of 
the country . They estunate that there are about 15.000 �mals living outside their known 
stronehold m Wales. At the CFZ we can only say: WE TOLD YOU SO! Daily Mail 30.9.96. 

IN THE SOUP. 
Valerie Taylor an Australian shark expert warned 
that wbrue sharks - the world's largest known s�i�s 9f fis�were faci� extinction due to explOitative fis by Chinc_,e fishermen in 
sean.:h of their ft ns  or soup. "The Chinese will kill 

a wbole creature 60 they can use its fins br a bowl 
of soup. It sic£ns me to think of this, and I just 
hope that eno'!Qh attention can be drawn to this to 
put a stop to it . Daily Mail 16.9.96. 

MISSING LYNX 
A 20lb Bobcat strolled into a carpet warehouse in 
Dalton, Georgia where it caused a cenain amoWlt 
of havoc before be� humanely captured by an 
emploY-ee armed with a noose on the end of a long_ 
sticK. It became stuck between giant rolls ol 
c�, and apparently the store was in tunnoil 
for about thirtY minutes. History doe-sn't relate. 
what hawe!!ed to the Bobcat Atlanu Journal 
24.2.96 vta COUDi 

MYSTERY 
CATS 

Buckinghamshire 

I 

I 
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A cat-like animal crossed the road fifty yards from 1 
John Taylor of Akel� as ·he drove from AkeleY- to !: 
Maid's Norton near Buckingham on the 28th July. 

I l 



I 
I "It was about three reet long", he sai� "I couldn't 

�Jieve it It was like a big cat, lrg_ht grey in 
colol.!f1 and with a big, lozw, busl1y tail. It walked 
i�t J..iJce a leopard or a tiger". Buckingham and 
Wnslow Advertiser 2.8.96. 

Sally Jones saw a big cat in Pounden, near 
Biceste� on the fourth of August She walked to 
within nfty yards of the three foot long animal 
before it ran of. 

She said: "It had a fairly large head and a face 
1 just like a eat's. with shOrt pointed ears'!. I Buckingham and \1\fnslow Adverri.ser 9.8.96. 1 Northamptonshire. 
\ A large. cat came within three fee.t of witness Peter I Jenkins in Bracldey Pocket Park on 4th August. 

He described it as three and a half to four feet 
long, with green eyes and pointed ears. 

l It bounded off into the undqgrowth. Buckingham 
and �low Advertiser 9. 8.96. 

Yorkshire 
A brown cat-like animal with green eyes was seen 

I by David Rose on the outskirts of W:ilkington. He 1 de.scribed it as being similar to :a pum:t. 
I 

BEASTS OF DORSET 
SIGHTINGS 

1bis is the. latest in a series of sightings in that part 
of Yorlcshire. Pawprints have also been found. 
Hull Daily Mail 26.8.96 Via COUDi 

Dorset. 
Giles Eastwood �ed 33 was walkino his dog 
about half a mile .trom Burton Bradstoci: when be 
looked over his shoulder and saw a huge,. puma-! like creature slinking across a freshly-cut 

I cornfield. 

"It lud :1 ve1y d.sr� sil.lcy body, which .:eJ·t:Jinly 1 looked like that of a puru.1" he said., "l feel privileged to /Jave seen 1t!" Dorset Evt::�u'ng Ec/Jo 
8.9.96 

I A wee.k or so late.r a similar animal was SC'en just 
I outside. J:lrid]J9rt "slinlcing along just y�rds 6:om 
! the mutilated C3£C3SS of a _wung Orer". The 

I 
carcass was fresh and the head was completely missing. Dorset Evening Echo 12.9.96. 

Mark North, our Dorset 

I Correspondent and in-house 
cartoonist has compiled a map of 
other recent ABC s1ghtings in the 

' county: 



MONKEY MAMA 
Binti Jua. a female �orilla at the zoo in 
Brookfield. lllinois, re.scue.d a three year old boy 
who had fallen eigbte�.n feet onto rocks in what 
the newspn� de..scri�d as a 'gorilla �t· at the. 
zoo. The child was released frOm bosl'i:tal three 
days later. and anthropologists are divtded :LS to 
wliether this seeming act ol kindness was carried 
out as a result of lier maternal feelings for the 
child of a fellow primate. or whether th.e incident ! 
would not have happened if she had not be.en hand I 
reared by human foster parents . ; 
Those who. like the editor. were raise-d on a diet of l 
Eru?ar Rici-Burroughs will not be at all surprised I 
by-these revelations. We would like to .know. I 
however. whether this is a case of nature imitating 1 
art? Or perhaps it is the other way around? 1 

I 
The. Tarzan connection did not e.-;cape american ! fans of the. books. They Qresente.d Bmti Jua wi th 1 
'the first ever Kala awnrCl' (named after Tarzan's 
fi_cti�mal foster rnothe.r). with the. follO\ving I 
Ctl...'ltJOn: I 

" ... for ber rescue: care and return of a male I 
Jwm.111 child ... an_d for displ:Jying extraordinary· 
alcrlness. corup:tsston and br:t very ... " ! 
1bis display of �terary inspired I' ant.hroJ':OIDO.IJ>hism was put mto . some sort of 
proporuon oy Thomas 1nsel, Director of the j Y er"kes Primate Centre in Atlanta: ; 

I 
� sbouldn 't expect gorillas to be these i awesomely fierce, aggressive creatures. I really 
don't tina tbis so surprising, that a lactati� 
frnuJle v.uuJ.d pick up an �1ured infant trom i 
related spectes ... 
From the wint of view of the fortean zoologist. 
howe.ver, this is an interesti� episode if only for 
the corroborative evidence tliat 1t �ives to stories 
of lost children being 'brought up by anthrol>Qid 
apes in the wild. USA Toda y_ 21.H:96. Wa COUDi. 
Boston Globe 28.8.96 Via COUDi, St Louis Post 
Dispatch 26.8.96 via COUDi 

GOING TO THE DOGS. 

In a similar story, two stray dogs were credited with saving the lives of a ten year old boy with 
Down's syndrome who was lost in the woods. 

According to the County Sheriff's office the child 
would have certainly died from exposure if the 
dogs had not �en there to 'lend a lielping paw'. In a slightly fortean scenario somewhat 
reminiscent of one of the more so�er �isodes of 
a TV show like 'Lassie'. the family of the boy 
wanted to adopt the dogs, but they .llave not been 
seen since the boy's recovery. St Louis Posr 
Dispatch 10.3.96. Via COUDi 

THE RETURN OF FLIPPER 
JumpiQ.g figuratively from one cultural reference 
involving crassly anthropomoi]Jhic children!( te .levision from the 1960's to anoilier one we mu.c;t 
now cast our minds back to a dreadful TV series 
called. 'Flippe.r' in which a dolP.hin of that name 
repeatedly rescued two annoymo red blooded 
arnerican kids from smugglers, helicopter crashes 
and shark attacks. 

Such rescues of humans bv dolphins are not 
unknown. Indeed the exploits of one spc.cific 
dolphin nicknamed 'B�' by the Westcount.ry 
Press in 1976n appear in the editor's new \.X>Ok: 
'The Owlman and Others'. A similar t:�·t'nl 
happened this summer when a British tourist was 
attacked bv a shark in the Red Se.a (afficianados if 
classic childrenCJ litemture will note the Tintin 
reference here), and was in imminent dane-e.r of bei� e.aten alive when a group of thre.e 'Bottle 
Nosed Dolphins came. 'Flipper' like to the. rescue . 
Thev had obviously bee.n watchin� the recent 
sunoav morning r�runs on Channel-4 and hoped 
to secure lucrative film careers of their own. New 
BedfOrd Standard-Times 26.7.96 via COUDi 

ANOTHER WONDER DOG 

Lvric. an Irish Setter saved the life of her mistress 
Judi ·Bavlev when her oxygen mask be�ame. 
unpl!Jg�ed.. ·Although the heaOlines claimed that 
she haa telephoned '911 ', she had actually been 
traine.d to 'hit' a panic P.Utton with he.r paw if she 
beard an alann bell go off. 

Whilst one can only co�tulate all involved for 
the succesful outcome ofthis �sode this story is pardly fortean. Th implications; however are very 
unportant to the fortean researcner. 
The headline read "Dog Telephones 911 to save 
owner" and is accompanied by a photograph 
which apparently shows the dog doing exactlly 
what the lleadline claims . As we have seen, the 
truth is far more �aic1 but it is exactly this type 
of sensationalist an� m.tslea�g reportmg which 
causes so many spunous stones to enter tlie canon 
of fortean belief. Caveat lector! USA Today 
13.3.96 via COUDi 
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I FISHMEN OF THE I 

APOCOL YPSE? j 
Dr. Antonio Ynpha. chairman of the Seby I 
Provisional He.altli Committee. in the. PhilipP.ines I 
\Vas. in July, planning to visit a family who claim· 
that they can breathe. unde.rwater. Segundina 
Jimena claims that her three children can stay 
under water for up to six minutes 'bre-athing' 
through gill slits in their necks. 
She also claims that her late husband had the same ! abilitv. Various doctors were claiming that I' although these 'gills' might indeed be vestigial 
remains of branchial cie.fts - primitive g1lls possessed by foetuses, they would not be I functional. and indeed could cause grave medical 
problems if they became infected! 

We do have to ask. however, ifthese 'trill slits' are 
nothing more than holes in the neck. how can 
these people 'breathe' underwater? ls it all a 
silly hoax in a country not known for its reserved 
and rational outlook on life, or is there perhaps 
some truth behind this seemingly silly story. 

British Museum (Natural Hi storv). in London. is 
dating skulls found in a cluster of limestone caves. 
They have. conclude.d that Neanderthals were 
forced to migrate southwards across Europe bY. 
Cro-Ma�non Man, md that the two species dia 
not interoreed. Stringer says: 

"If JOU look at northern and southern Spain �u hue a pie ture of Neanderthals sur vi ..,in� later in 
tlte souih than in the north which sugg�b that 
southem Spain, including Gibraltar. could b� 
armngst t11e last footholds of Ne.anderthals". 
Sunday Times 29.9.96 

I'D RATHER BE A 
LEMMING ... 

For the third year in succession suicidal wal�t "::­
have been Jirunp. up to hurl themselves from a two 
hundred foot nigh cliff in Alask:l. Sixtv mak 
walruses have plunged to their de.ath this summer 
from the cliff at Togiak National Wildlife. Rcfw?e. 
Daily Mail14.9.96 

-

ART FOR ART'S SAKE 
In the wake. of Damien Hirst the animal mutil::<iw· 
ethic within art seems to be�omin� more :1 nd m· )r�· 
pre.valent 

-

In one particularly revoling ep i sode artist. Vin·:ent Gothara djpped forty live b:�oy mice in rr:sin :uJJ 
then cut them into cubes as part of an unde!:nd 
'art P.roje.ct'. He was ch.lmed with animnl crueltY 
and faces a large fine and a pri son 5entani:C. if 
convicte<l. Boston Globe. 6.4.96. 

TALK TO THE ANIMALS 
One of the editor's best (but most juvrnik and 
retarded) friends pointed out a cartoon in a recent 
issue. of Viz Comic. In a spo<?f of a well known 
musical and series of children's books it tells the. 

Intereste-d readers are referred to 'The Magic 'bJo' s� of Doctor Poolittk- who talks to the. animals 
by Peter Costello in which similar cases, some of about constipation. 
tliem in E�pe,.)...,..,.are discussed. Atlanta Journal 
28.7.96 Wa WCJ.ui. 1bis has no� to do with the main content of 

this newsfile it� but your editor has just won a £5 bet by including it. 

GET AHEAD IN GIBRALTAR The real sto.ry in this section is that researchers at 
Toledo 'ZAx:J are record.U,lg the sounds made by 
their two hippos in order to try and establish 

A Neanderthal skull found in Gibraltar has been whether or not these enormous cre.ature8 have a dated by British scientists to leas than 30 000 langl!Jlge . News Advertiser (Toledo) 3.3.96 vi:J years ago . A team lead by Chris Stringer of the COUIJi 
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FEATHER I 
Feathers are. unique. to birds. Or are they? A new I 
fossil of a small. meat eating dinosaur from 1 
Liaoninl:? Province. China. s��:?e.sts that fe-athers. 
actually-appeared long before 61rds themselves. I 
There is no 1o�er any serious doubt that birds are truly flying dinosaurs - a vast body of data now 
supports such a stateme.nt Not onJy does this 
mean that dinosaws are alive and well, it may also 
mean that features we associate with birds were 
also found in extinct dinosaurs. Feathers are the 
ultimate exrunple. for if small dinosaurs were 
'wann blooded' . they would probabl).· require 
insulation. and woula therefore probably Jiave been fe.athe.re,d. Skin impressions of large 
dinosaurs show that they had scaly skin as cio 
crocodiles. 

I 

But amonest mammals, large fonns are generally 
nak.e.d skinned - what if mammals were extinct, 
and we only bad skin imP,fessions of elephants and 
rhinos? .EXcq>tin!! the famous Archaeopteryx - I 
usually consioerid to be a bird because of its 1 
feathe.rs - the. e.vide.nce. for feathery dinosaurs has 
thus far been ambiguous. 1 
Despite this many dinosaur experts have long 
considered fe.athe.ry dinosaurs to be. a likelihood: 
the idea was first proposed in the last century, and 
in the 1970s a number of artists began to draw 
small dinosaurs clothed in feathers. Some have 
even suggested that the young of all dinosaws 
were down-covered. 

News of the latest discovery first appeared in the 
Japanese press on the 9th October. It was 
announced to the community (via the intanet's 
dinosaur discussion g�'Oup), by Dr. Paul Davis, an 
expert in the fossilisation of feathers at the 
National Science Museum, Tokyo. 

Dr. Phil Cunie, a noted authority on preda� 
dinosaurs, or theropods, had been tn China at tlie 
time of the discovery. 

He verified that a small (about lm lon_g),wel 
lpreserved theropod with feathers bad been found. 

The fossil is from the Lower Cretaceous (about 
135 million years old). Photographs, posted on the 
www, show the animal in class1c theropod • de.ath 
pose' with the n�.ck bent back and the. hind limbs 
partly fo] ded. The eye is r�resente-d by a d.1rk 
circle. of organic matter, and there are also traces 
of soft tissue in the lower abdomen. 
The animal has a long, heavy roil. In photographs 
of the specimen the teathers do not show up well. 
They appear as a dark streak along the length of 
the bac"kbone. and thus it is imPQssi ble to verify 
whether they are feathers or not. However. Currie 
examined the. actual s�imen and se.em..S in no 
doubt that they are feathers. He reports that they 
are relatively short (about !cm fong), and are. 
preserved over most of the body. 

The timing of the discovery was t>xcellen� as New 
York's annual meeting of the. Soctetv for 
Vertebrate Palaentology was held the following 
week. The. majority of theropod experts were 
therefor� able to view high-quality pJ;lotographs of 
the spe.ctmen, and they we.re all very tmpre.ssed . . 

Unfortunately, the skull is crushed and the 
forelimbs are disarticulated. However, a number 
of characteristics suggest that the ne\v dinosaur -
giv_en the awful name Sinosa.uropte1yx prima by 
Chinese scientists- is one of the compsognathids. 
These are smaU, long legged, runrung oinosau.rs 
that seem to have frequented shorelines and 
lakeside.s. Sinosauroptcr� is from lake dgx>sits 
that are already famous for the number of early 
bird fossils they have yielded. Many of these birds 
also have feathers preserved. 

While it would now seem that a truly fe.athered 
non-avian dinosaur has at last been found. 
microscopic analysis is needed to demonstrate 
beyond aoubt tliat these structures really are 
feathers. If they an; then we now know that 
feathers appeared before birds did. 
(Sinos�J.uroptety]C belongs to a group of dinosaurs 
that diverged from other theropoas before the 
immediate ancestors of birds). 

Many questions remain unanswered. 
Did feathers first evolve for a purpose other than 
1}ight? (e.g. as insul�tion?) Does the presence of 
m�ument necessarily prove warm bfoodedness? 
Were feathers wides�d amongst dinosaurs, or 
iust restricted to bird-like theroj>ods and birds? 
The great dinosaur debate goes on .. 

Darren Naish. 
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The discovery of feathers in a compsognathid would suggest that feathers 
were present in the common ancestor of compsognathids and living birds 

(that common ancestor would be where the star is), and all the 
descendants of that common ancestor. 

N ewsfile Correspondents 

Mark North, Chris Moiser, Tom 
Anderson, Darren N aish, John 

Allegri, Sally 
Parsons, Ginny Ware, COUDi 

I Editorial note: Frank Gibbons, tor so many i 
years the mainstay of the South West : 

Herpetological Society died as we were 1 I putting this magazine together. I IM:>Uid like to I 
dedicate this issue to his memory, and also to 1/ I the memory of Tony Shiels' mother, and 

I 
Jessica Mitford - who despite being one of my ) 

I favourite journalists was one of the only 1 
members of her family whom I have never I 

1 witten a song about. .. The �rid '1-111 be 1 I 
1 poorer for your pass1ng. l 



NEW PROJECTS 
FROM THE CENTRE 

FOR FORTEAN 
ZOOLOGY. 

1 e.xpand and au.,oment our web site on the intemet 
which will be set up early in 1997. 

New Magazine. 
We have also launched our long-awaited siskr 
magazine 'The Goblin Universe: which deals \.\.lth 
non-zoological forte.an phenomena in a similar 
style to this magazine and featuring many of the 

'Research Kits'. 
, same writen. There have been issues o f  'The 
I Goblin Unive.rse' be.fore. but they have. be.en ; fre.ebie promotional mags used me.rely to publi cise 

Our Fortean Zoological archives have be.en i the activities of a certain seven pie.ce rock band 
expanding at an alarming rate over the. past two : from Exe�r. The s�bscription rates are. the same 

years. and al though we. have. always intended to 1 � for this magazme. but we have a special 
m�t this material available to the general public, 1 mtroductory offer for A&M subscribers. 

untll now we have not be.en abk to do so. 
· 

\\'� have now started the task of cataloguing th� ! 
c:ntin: archive. in a comprehensive. database. \Ve. :  

1 are now in a position to be. able to provi de 1 
rhnt"lcopies of our B.H.M. and Lake Monsters ' 
materi:tl :tt a nominal cost other cate�ories will be : 

"on-l.mc:" hopefully within a month. -

If you are a subscriber to A&M you can subscribe 
to our new magazine for £6.00 (UK/ECI £9 .00 
(Rc:st of worl d). 

If you \\i sh to re.new your subscription to Animals 

and Men (whe.ther or 110t it i 'l due). you can 
subscribe to BOTH nl.'\g:cin\:s for £C.OIJ. Thi& 
offer ends on the J l st December ! 996. 

If Y<'U are intereste{i please send a stamped ; 
addr.!swd envelope and the details of the material , The first issue includes piecet; on Cattk 
that you are. inte.restcd in (Lake Monsters, Big : Mutilation, secret Government proj�tc;. Corrush 

Cat-; etc). This can be as specific or as \\ide as vou :  witches. the weirdest village in the south-We'it and 
likt>. We will the.n send you a printout detaiiino considerably more . 
the material currently available on that subject. df i 
tht>. printout runs to more than five shee.ts. we shall 1 The 1997 Yearbook is n�aring c9mpletion and 

have to charge 50p for e.ach extra five sheets - this · will be availabk in mid November. It is. we chink 
wi11 be invoiced to you.) · at least bigger and better than before. lJeta1ls of 

the content� are found e.}c;;ewhere in the magnzinr. 
as are details of mv newest book 'The Owlmnn 
and Others· which is alsu av ailabk nu\v ! lf. upon receiving the printout there is material in 1 

our possession that you want then we can provide 1 p�oto.:opies at a rate of 20p per sheet. (You may 1 \\1sh to send the printout back with the items in · We. have also become involved in the Ewter 
Strange. Phenom�:na (F...SP) Research Group and which you are inte.reste� indicated.) 

1 pmllu�.:c: a nc:wskttc:.r with the s tomach �humin� 
There is no minimum order but thert> is 311 . title 'The EXE f'i les · . For de.tai ls send us 

-

administrative charge. of £1.00 per order to cover , a SAE. 
po�tage. archi\'e retrieval time:. etc. ; 
If _ you are in the fortunate (or possibly : 
untonunate) position of ownin� an Arni�a • 

computer we can provide the datab'ise on disc for ! 
you at th;: cost of £3.00 including p&p. 

' 

This is a new service. but one which we hope will I 

TI1e. only mildly vexing fly iu the fot1ean 
zoological oi ntment is t11at because of increased 
printing and postage cost'l we have had to increase. 
the cost of Animals & Men by 25p a copy. We ar.: 
sorry abou t this but it is the· wav that the 
proverbial cookie crumble.s. 

-



I AM 'IH E WALRUS 
Well, I'1n not actuilly, and neither to the rest of my knowledge are any of the cth.:r 

p_'X)ple on the editorial team, ( excqx poosibly Aberdeen's Mr Entet1ainment), but ifs a 
great song am the following mi�ellany of articles is proOObly the �t excw;e we shall 

ever have to u� this headline. ... 

in mitigation . . . .  
Something that nU good forteans will readily 
accept is that phe.nome,na, or even items of mild 
in�erest ne':e.r �e.em �o occur singly: In �ugtLc;t this year R1chard Mwrhe.ad was staymg \VJth me 

, and over bre.akfast (a polite euphemism for the 
cold pizzn and beer we were. consuming just 
before the time when most people. have the,ir 
lunch. he poi nted out an interest ing paragraph in 
the D:�ily fdegrapl1. Alleging that what appeared 
10 be a waln1s hnd bee.n si ghted off the coast of 
Seotl:l�1cf. the. llt>·\VS item rang some .figtU'ative. 
bells m my m�.ntal database., and afte,r a few 
tc:lcphonr '�ails we had what could probably be 
dtsctibed as 'Even1I1iue- vou wanted to know al>out crypto-\valruses but \\�e,re a ti·aid to ask' ... 

THE NORFOLK 
WALRUS .  
By Justiu Boote. 

There. are two sub·spe.cie.s of \valruc; - the Atlamk 
species (Odobenus r. rosm·uus). and the Paci ftc  
walrus (O.r.divergc.>tt.�). The majoritv 0f the population is situated in the Arctic circle. The 
Atlantic species extends to Hudson bay and the 
northwest coast of the Baffin Lrsl{"s, but li ves 
mostly alon� the northern 1;oasts of Grem1:mu 
and Baffin Bay. The Pacific spe.cie.� l iYe.s jfC'n� 
the north-east coast of Siberia across the Berin!! 
strait and around the. north-west coast� 0f Alaski. Fossil remains have. been folllld in th(' s0uth 0f 
England and Be.�gium on the east of the Atlantic. and South Caroltna on the we.c;t 

They migrate north in the summer and south in 
the winter, trave.Uing vast dist.-mces on great Ice 
Hoes. You would not, therefore., expect to se� 
one on the. north coast of Norfolk. Yet one did 
turn up alive and well in 19 S l .  

It was first spotted i n  th e  morning off L�e 
Lincolnshire coast on the 13th September. and 
was not seen again for the rest of the. day. Then. 
on the 14th, it followed a Conservance. Board 
barge in from The Wash in north Norfolk .md 
then entered the River Ouse at Kings Lynn. It 
continued up the river for 15 miles and finally 
settled at Salter's Lode, south of Downham 
Market 
It was seen again on the. 1 5th, by which time. the 
word had got around and a l:u-ge crowd of 
astonished locals had amassed to witness the 
creature. More fun was to come when a 
helicopter flew overhead, carrying a te.am of 
specialists and a few volunte.er helpers who 
attempted several times unsuccessfully to capture. 
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PI CTU RE: THE NORFOLK 'WALRUS 
(C) L \"NN NE\VS . USED 'VITH KIND PER�SSlON. 

it  Eventually the walm.'l grew nired of . the 
anention it was receiving and slipped back mto 
t.he water and made its own way back to se.a. It 
'-Vils ne.xt seen at Sk�ess whe.n·. a more 
.<;uccessful mission resulted in its capture. 
H was taken to the. local nutrine. zoo whe.re it was 
identified as the Atlantic species and in perfect 
health for its troubles. It spent another day at the 
zoo re<:upernting until it was fmally crated and 
flov.-n from London airport back to its native. 
C'rreenland. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: There are interesting di screpancies betw�en this <;lnimal , bo�. as described by Justin, and 1n the ongmal 
source material from the King's [ynn 
Newspaper, and the descripti,on of :wally' the 
walrus, also from 198 1  g1ven 1n Darren 
Naish's article printed in this issue. Perhaps tnere were t'NO walruses in East Angl ia that year? If so. surely this is a quasi fortean event of some significance? 

by Clinton Keeling 
This to me, nightmarish-looking Seal takes its pop�lar name from two Norse won\s me-aning 
"\-Wlal� Horse". 
Probably England's first livin£ Walms as :t -
what for want of.a be.tter temt rm.g?in� to �all 
"zoological spectmen" - was exhibttea dunng 
the reign of Alfred the Great. And now you 
know precisely as much a� I do, as nothin,g 
else. - i e. whel'e and/or bow 1t was ke.pt, how 1 1  
was' fed or how long it  lived - has been 
recorded about it. Alfred's reign, by the way, 
was from 871 until 899. 
As far as can be ascertained (as 1 am literally 
twenty-five per cent of the country ' s  seriow 
zoological historians much of my work is by 



PI CTURE: ANOTHER VIEW OF THE 
NORFOLK WALRUS © L YNN NEWS. USED \VITH KIND PERlvtiSSION. 
no me.ans easy). the next Walrus to put in an 
involuntary appe.arance he.re. was one. in the 
dnys of .lame.s I - whose rc.ign. as far as 
En�lancrs conceme.d. was 1603- 1 625.  Here 
've -have rather more Information. to the extent 
that it was shown in London. 

Eventful centUties roll bv: it's 12th October 
1 853 - and a young femaie. Waltus. caught "in 
tlu� Spitzbergen Seas" by Captain He.nry of 
Peterhead. arrives in a moribund condition at 
the twentv-five year old London Zoological 
Garde.n: she die.s the following dny. 

Another. a voune male from Davis 's Strait 
was purchased by the. same institution on 1 st 
November 1 867 - for £200: a vast sum in those 
days. Apparently he had been caught on 28th 
AuglL';t by the crew of the steam-whaler Arctic 
(Captni n: Richnrd Wells). nnd for some davs 
had been tied to a rim�-bolt on deck. Not 
suiJ)risingly. he. refused-food for some time. 

I but gradually wns induced to take st.Jips of 
boiled pork. 

When the Shetlands were. reached a suppl v of 
fre.sh Mussels (a far more. suitable diet) w as 
obtaine.d and he took these avidly until DwHlee 
was re.1ched: whereupon he was transferred to 
the S.S .An!?l ia and conveyed to London under 
tl1e pe.rson'iil care of thr .'Zoolo�cal Soc i t'ty ':; 
almost le.gendnry superinte.ndent. A D Bartle.tt. 
He died on 1 8th December of that year. 

Wnlmses hnve ne.ver thrived for long in Bri tish 
zoological gardens. but several places such as 
the. Nev... York Aquarium and H:unbun? 
Zoolo!!ical Garden have had consi derab!'e 
succes-s with U1e spccie.s. 

A fri end of mine - who i!> n freque-nt  
con·espondent to tllis publ ication - hnd scvcr:1l 
in his care. whe.n he. worked at Hambur2.. a job 
I woul dn 't have undertaken for ail  'the 
proverbial tea in China ( although as a non tea­
drinker I wouldn 't give you a thank -you for in .  
I'm unfortunate enough to be a cl aus trophobe. 
who re� ards water as an extremely alien. 
indeed nos til e. element: daft. I knO\\·. but I 
cannot help it. 
Conseque.ntly 
cryptozool ogis t 

I must be 
brave enough. 

the oniY 
or hom .. �t 
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enough. to admit thut I find large mllfine 
manmuils r�pdkut and repulsive - in fact they 
have vt:ry much the same effect on me that snakes have on many people - a�ain. I 'm the 
first to admit i t 's idiotic but there. s nowt I can 
do about it  Anyway, I 'm deviating somewhat. 
My friend assures that the Walrus is hyper­
intelligent, a te.rrific personality and has a 
wonderful sense of humour. 

But, of course. he would; wouldn't he .. .  

EDITOR'S NOTE: We had a tremendous 
response to our 'phone in quiz last time. 
The answers, by the way were Ni ck Cave 
and the Bi rthd ay Party (Release tile 
Bats}, and the immortal Po p . Will  East  
Itself (Defcon One). Th is  issue's 'phone in  
quiz is much si mpler. Apart from the 
obvious one, name t'M> rock songs wth the 
w:>rd 'walrus' within the lyrics . The first 
person to telephone me �th the answer 
wns a free subscription to this w:>nderful 
magazine. 

WALRU SES I N  TI M E  AN D 
SPACE 

by Darren Naish 
As �th so many other groups of extant animals the sole living specimens of walrus, 
Odobenus rosmarus, represents but a fraction of the diversity 1hat exists in its fossil 
relatives. The living walrus is of near circumpolar distributionhbeing essentially an animal of 
the Arctic pack-ice, and with po�l ations in the north Pacific (ljering Sea and adjacent Arctic 
Ocean).  north Atlantic (eastern Canadian Arctic, Greenland and Novaya Zemlya) , and the 
Laptev Sea. north of Siberia. These three populations are often recognised as subspecies. 
thou gh th ere is debate as to the validity of the Laptev Sea population (O.r. /aptevt). Th e 
Pacifi c (O.r. divergens) and Atlantic (O.r. rosmarus) walruses are morphologically distinct -
Pacific walruses t>eing longer, heavier , and v.Ath longer tusks and \Mder skulls th an Atlantic 
ones • and their rank and subspecies is not merely tor taxonomic conven ience , a s  it so often 
is. I ncidently , the Pacific form was given the subspecific name divergens (by llliger in 1 8 15) 
as its tus ks '/.€re originally stated to have been more curved than those of the Atlantic form. 
If this observation is valid, then llliger's type specimen (since lost or destroyed!) was different 
from knov,n Pacific walruses (whOse tusks are not more curved than those of the Atlantic 
form) . Laptev Sea walru ses seem to be most li ke the Pacific form. 
Interestin gly, the living walrus is trulY. native to the north Atlantic, and seem to have moved, 
via Arctic waters, into the north PaCific v.Athin recent geological times (within the last 30,000 
years ) . This is especially significant as the earliest walruses were Pacific animals that 
moved (via the Central American seaway about 9 million years ago) into the Atlantic: Pacific 
walru ses thereafter became extinct, and the Pacific was devoid of walru ses until the recent 
in vasion of Odobenus. Early walruses called d usignathines, v.Alich flourished in east Pacific 
waters from mid Miocene to early Pliocene times (15·3 m .y.a.) , v.oere more like sealions than 
the living walruses and were not specialised mollusc-eaters (�urophagores), as is the living 
walrus.  Th eir upper and lower canines were of equal size, and they probably ate fish. 
l magotaria , fro m the mid-late Miocene of California, was a typical du signathine (fig. 1 ) .  
Odobeni ne walruses, v.Alich first appeared in the Pacitic about 6.5 m.y.a. began to enlarge 
their can ines short ly before their migration into Atlantic waters, v.Alere the rest of their history 
occurred . By Pleisfocene times, 1 .6 m.y. a. ,  all walruses bar Odobenus had died out. 

There are Pleistocene fossils of the living walrus on both sides of the Atlantic: they occur as 

- - - - - -
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far south as the Carol inas in the vvest, and Paris in the east. In modern times, however, we 
expect walruses to be restricted to the Arctic. In the European region they are reqularfy 
seen around Spitzbergen and occur as vagrants around Iceland (mere they h ave· beAn 
seriously depleted by huntin g) and Norwa_y (3 1 records between 1 900 and 1 967[ What 
about further south? A walrus captured in Dutch waters was sent, in 1 520, to Pope eo X in 
Rome. A year later, mat appears to be the same specimen was illu strated b y A!brecht 
Durer. We know that the spec1men sent to the Pope was a walrus h ead . rath er than a \Nhole walrus, and this surely explains Vllny Durer' s illustration stops at th e neck. In 1 940 a wai rus 
was reported from Lubeck Bay, Germany, and in 1 977 P.J. H. van Bree reported an 
individual that made stops on the coasts of the Netherl ands and Belgium. 

As for the British Isles, stragglers have visited our shores for as long as records h ave been 
kept. In the seal 'bible', Ju<:fith King's Seals of the World (Oxford Uni. Press , 1 9 83) , King 
lists around thirty British walrus re�rts made between 1456 and 1954 (fig. 2) . Th ese 
include records from the Thames { 1456) , Orkneys (1 527), Severn ( 1 839) and Sharm on. 
Ireland (1 897) .  but with the maJority (25 records between 1 8 1 5  and 1954) from the Scottish 
coasts. The most recent of the latter are a dead animal washed up at Gairloch. Ross-shire.  



in 1 928 , and a sighting on the shore at Colieston , Aberdeen , in 1 954 . Since King's book 
was published, too walruses have been seen on Shetland and one on Orkney (all three in 1 986) . Th e best kno'Nfl of all such vagrants, however, is 'Wally', apparently a young male 
���us wtl) ? broken left tusk W'lo, in 1 98 1 ,  mad� several stops .or the Eng l ish east coast: 
H1s last v1 s1t, on the R1ver Ouse north of Cambndge , was surpnsmgly far Jnland : here 'he· 

\!vas captured and floVoJn to Iceland. However, shortly afterward , a vouna walrus , also 
apparently \Mth a broken left tusk, was seen off th e  Norwegian coast. 'Wally's" return? · 

As a variety of Arctic marine mammals - Harp seals (Phoca groen/andica), Hooded seals (Cys tophora cristata) and Nar'Whals (Monodon monoceros) among them - have turned up 
around British coasts . even as far south as the Eng l ish Channel in cases, the frequent 
visitations of \N'dlruses should not be so surprising. 

Britain is one of those areas bridging biogeographical zones, and we have a rich and diverse 
fauna to prove it. Walruses incluaed. 



Ground Sloth Survival in North 
America 

by Ben S.Roesch 

The �round sloths were large, hairy, ground 
dwelbng Edentate (Xanarthra) mammals. 
Edentates possess vecy simple or no teeth, and 
the order is composed of three sub-orders: Pilos:a 
(including the ground sloths)� Sloths� and 
Anteaters. 

The. name. "Giant Ground Sloth" (or j ust "ground 
sloth"), is the common name for thre.e supposedly extinct families of Pilosa: Megatheridae, 
Mylodontidae and Megalonachydae. The 
membe.rs of these famili� originated and mainly 
evolved in South Ameri ca but spre-ad outwardc; to 
North America durin� the late Cenozoic, with 
some spec ies even - reaching th:: Northwest 
Tenitories in the Pleistoce.ne. Many .:.pecies we.re 
larg� and robust, with some megatheriids 
re.1ching the size, and sometimes even surpassing 
that of today 's elephants. 

The ground sloths supposedly died out 10,000 
years ago in the Late Pleistoce.ne extinctions, 
which also cbimed many of the other 'ice age' 
manunals. notably the mammoth and the sabre 
toothed tiger <n. However. there has been an 
ongoing controversy over the. possibil�ty that these beasts may not have completely d1ed out 
and th.lt some remnant populations of the giant 
mammal might have. been able to survive to this 
day. or at least into historical tim�.:>. 

Reports of creatures that se.em to represent 
ground sloths in modem liru�s �e well 
documente-d from South America \-). These 
reports are still occurring. as the recent 
expeditions lo the Amazon, led by American 
ornithologist, David Oren. in search of a "hairy 
and smdly" creature called the mapinguari, 
which Oren thinks is a ground sloth. have 
demonstrated \3). With all the report<J from South 
America of ground sloth type creatures, we might 
also expect some from North Ame.rica. Afte.r all. 
ground sloths are a characteristic find from North 
American late Pliocene and Pleistocene faunas 
and they first arrived in North Amc.rica when 
South America became conne.cte.d in the late 
Pliocene (4), giving much time for possible 
traditions and reports among the Native 

Americans and white settlers to crop up. 
However, there is a remarkable absence of such 
reports. To my knowle�e no-one has ever 
written on the subject, wtth the exception of 
MichaeJ BradJey (which we shall discuss below ). 
and even then only very little. Including 
Bradley's account, I have only been able to find 
two incidents, both from the Native. American 
tradition, that could be interpreted 'off the bat' as 
swvivi ng ground sloths. They Me, however. 
mther interesting accounts. 

We will first discuss Michael Bradky ·s  r�p01t 
which comes from the traditions of tht> Micm:tl' 
Indian'i of Nova Scotia, Canada. Bradley writes 
about this in 'More tbau a M)th · .  a book which i;) 
actually about his search for an elusivt> monster 
in Muskrat Lake. (close to Ottowa. Ontario) ' 5 ' · 
and states: 

"[The] Mcm�1cs re:mc�:mbe.r a tink' �\tl_,ll they 
were plagued by 'giant squin·t>Js". MiCI113C.5 Jive- i 
in bark teepees and t11csc. pcsk:y giant squirrels 
:ronl<;tirr:rs descended 011 h.zdi:w vil/;t�es r,, deW?ur th�e reepee.s or \\·tg wams. 111.; gi�nr 
sqmrrels dtdn 't llamt tlte people. but ti1cy a le up t}J(:ir flouse..s. Eve.ntu.:llJJ· tlz�se giant .,quirre/s 
disappe3.n�d 3.ad the Micm.:J.;;s m�rc ldt in 
peace". 
Bradley goes on to describe how this legend ' 
seents absurd at first but whjch. i f  Wt' look at tht' 
habit� and anatomv of eround sloths. seems to 
make a lot of sense. After all. from .,.,·hat m: 
know, ground slo�s had long. furry t..'l.i Is. ate b�rk 
and other vege.ta\lon. (to a ground sloth an Ind1an 
teepee would be perfect fodder). and in fa�t 
lookef! v�1y much like . "giant squirrels'' . 
Certamly, 1 f the .1bove story IS true. then z t  \vould 
seem that a group of very strange animals \H·re 
living in Nova Scotia. and a ground sloth seem� 
to be a good match. However. this clashes with 
currently accepted scie-ntific paradigms of when 
the ground sloths died out 

Mictrutc legends occur no further back in history 
than about 500 A.D 16', .10d tlterefore if  the 'gi ant 



!iquirrel invasion · really occurred, it would 
provide excellent evidence that ground sloths 
were still surviving, perhaps precariously, at 
about the same time that the Vikings were 
plunderin� and pillaging - despite the fact that 
ground sfoths were supposed to have become 
extinct 10.000 years ago. 

In an�· case, as I mentioned above, there are other 
traditiOns, again from Native Americans of 
potential survtving ground sloths. 

These traditions come from the Northern 
Tutchone nation, which originate from the 
Yukon, Canada, and have a very rich oral 
tr:�dition spanning back many hundreds of years. 
Those traditions of interest to us were first 
rt'veale.d in newsletter #14 of the BcRtish 
Columbia Scientific Cryptozoology Club , in 
which the e.ditor. Paul LeBlond a cryptozoologist 
of high !';\andard. presented :m interview he bad 
condu.:ted with Ms. Dawn Charlie, who lived in 
t:l•: Yt:kon and lcne\\' of several Indian stories of 
,trangc creatures. 

�ls.  Charlie first told how she had moved to the 
Yuk0n from Toronto. Ont:trio in the. early 1970s 
ar.�l Sf'O:)n me.t up with her future. hl1Sband, Wilfred 
C'r.�trli·�. a N01them Tut-:!hone. Soon they were 
Jj , .. in� i n  Cannacks, Yukon. and Ms. Charlie 
bt:gal1 to hear stories of strange animals reported 
in Tutchone tradition. as re<:ounted to he.r by her 
hu�band and his rdatives. One of these arumals 
was the ·sa tO)'clun · 171 • or · Be.aver Eater' . 

A..:-:0nling to Ms . Charlie the 'Beaver Eater' :  

" . . .  i s  a large a niill.'tl that eats bea\'ers. It  re.acbe3 
under a be.'l ver house. flips it up a nd ea rs the 
a nim."!Js inside. %m na rzves of tl1e area were 
�h('l\11 a f)()()k on e-xtinct animals J>ut out by tlte 
Sn:ithsonian Institute. they idc�ntified the- ground 
.� loth u .;; the Be.l \.·er ea ter ". 

There is no doubt that eati112 beavers seems 
st:·all£�· b�haviour for a eround-sloth! As far as 
\\'t• know all species were 100% vegetarian. 
H0wt·,·t>r. then.· is an explanation for this strange 
bl"haviour if. indeed, the 'saytochin' is a ground 
slo<h. As we saw in the Micmac tradition 
pn"viously examined se.ve.ral alleged ground 
sloths desce.ndoo on a small village to eat the bark teepees as this wa<; easy-to-�et food. £s it 
possible that when the Beaver-Eater was tearing 
apart a beaver lodge, it was not really after the. 
be�wers within, but rather the stock-pile of 
br.mches, bark and othe.r vegetation that the 
b�avers had industriously collected to make their 

lodge? Again, this would essentially be a 'salad' 
just wai� for a lucky ground sloth to chance 
upon, and tf a Native American spied upon the 
Beaver-Eater in the act of tearing open a beaver 
l�e. they doubtless would have assumed a 
likely carnivorous nature for the strange be.ast 
The feat of tearing apart a beave.r lodge. would 
not have be'.en a very hard task for a ground sloth: 
they had very large claws on their fore -feet which 
could easily have been employe.<! for such a task. 

In any cast; the story of the saytochin has much 
more to it, as M!l. Charlie continues in the 
interview: 

"Saytocbin stories 11re . . . . very old but there 3re 
some recent rqx>rts. The latest report was ti·om 
Wolet Jofmny, my husband's sister, wiw �v�s 
fishing witl1 her husband and her rmther at tlte 
bead of Ta tchrm Lake four or livt.> ve.ars a�o. An 
animal came OUt of the \\UOdS, eight or nllle feet 
bigb, bi�ger than a grizzly bear. It \\·as a 
'saytoclun ' 3nd it \\-as comiug toward'> th�m. 
Titey panickc:d. fire.d 3 f�w sllot'i over its he-.aJ 
and finally managed to get thr: nvcor gC?ing a nd 
took off. There are other· reports. Thc:.re rs also a 
report tha t a wfut�· man sl10t one in a small la ke 
in tlte a rea. Re.a ver-F..a t�s a re suppose-d to Iin�· in 
the UlOUUC4! inous arels east of Frenchm:m 's 
Lake. " 
1bis passage is very interestin� indeed. In it Ms. 
Charlie cite.s an encounter with the ·savtochi n' 
that took place in 1988 or 1989! The repOrt i sn't 
that spe.ctfi c  but if they say that i t  was a 
'saytochin' then it could only be a �round sloth� 
'What else could it be? It is obvtOlL'ilv not a 
known, currently recognised spt"cies sti'ch m; a 
moose or a grizzly-bear. as the Tutcbones would 
not make such a mistake. Thev have been 
familiar \\ith the animals of the area since times 
immemorial . The-. report sounds Jikf' one of .a 
sasquatch, but this doesn't seem possible as the 
Tutchone.s would be likely to have separate 
legends and stories about g�ant .man-like 
creatures, as do many other tn bes m North 
America 19'· It really does seem that the best 
solution is a ground sloth! 

However, this brings us back. to the. problem of 
the accepte.d e.xtinction of the ground slotl1 about 
10,000 years ago. 

The Micmac le.gend of 'giant squirrels' is renson 
enough to speculate. that �und sloths may have 
survived 3S recently a.9 :>00 AD, at least in the 
Nova-Scotia region of Canada. However, sinl!e 
no other similar reportc; have. occurred since the-



1 arrival of white men (despite the fact that the 
re.gion is now well populated with whites). and 
because the Micmacs mentioned that the giant 
sloths disappeared after a short while, it is easy to 
say that the giant sloth is now extinct in that area. 

However. the. Tutchone legends from the. Yukon 
provide a completely different story altogether. It 
seems as if  ground sloths could very we.U still be 
resi dent in the are.a today, as Johnny's report 
from only eight years ago shows. Certainly the great wilderness of the Yukon would provide 
ample space for a small population of such 
animals to live in harmony, and without many 
encounters with man. 

This report may also explain the lack of reports 
of ground sloth like animals in North America. If they exist, they exist far from the reaches of 
modern man. Even so, it still seems strange. that the two report'> just discussed are the only two 
that I could find. Howe-ver. it is possible. that we 
have more. re�rts - but under the. name of a 
di ffen:.nt crypttd. 
I Vvill pmbably start a debate, about tlus. but I 
must aslc: 

Is it possihk that somt>- bigfoot/sasquatch re-port'> 
from North Am�rica are really cases of a 
misidcntified ground sloth? Let us briefly list the 
possihk evidence for this: 

I. The ground sloth could stand uptight on its 
hind legs at least when feeding. It would then 
have looked like an upright animal resembling a 
bear. Vlhen coupled with-its hairy body. it woul d 
c'�rt.aiu!y inspire thou17hts of sasquatch in some 
frightened human wLo accident.'tlly �;tumble-d 
across it. 

2. The ground sloth has b�en mistaken for a hairy 
humanoid before. The mapino u:tri of the. 
Brazilian Amazon was thought of �tl1 by I van T 

, Sanderson ( LO) .  and Be.mard Heuvelmans 0 1 1  to 
be a s;�squatch-like creature. yet as David Oren 's 
recent quests and research have. pointed ouL the 
mapinguari is most probably a ground sloth. 

3.  About 140 (5.6 '{ )  of North American 
sasquatch reports tell of a nause.nting or 
ovcf\vhelming ::;tench 03>. The mapinguari, now thou!!�t to be ll ground sloth also possesse.'! such a smeii'· 14) . 
Certainly. I am not proposing that all sasquatch 
reportc; have really bee-n of ground sloths, but I 
run presenting some evidence to suggest that a 

small percentage of sasquatch/bi gfoot reportc; 
could possibly be surviving eround- sloths . Also. 
there is a good chance that ihe small fraction of 
'smelly' sasquatch reports are actually �round 
sloths. I cannot, of cout'Se prove this last 
supposition besides the comparison witl1 the ' 

equally smelly mapinguari . A strong smell would 
also be a more likely trait in a surviving ground 
sloth than it would be in a large anthropoid. This 
is mainly to do with the. way that these. animals were likely to have lived. They were large, slow 
and ponderous, and despite having large claws 
with which to protect themselves, they we-re 
probably not fast or agile enough to use them 
effectively. (It is thought that they were. usually 
used for (ee.ding) . Having a strong smell. 
therefore, which they could 'turn on and off' at 
will would certainly be a very poss ible 
evolutionary step (l�>.  

However. in 1967, when Roge.r Patterson was 
frantically filming a surprise-d sasquatch. featured 
in the now famous 'Patterson Film ' . he noted _a 
sme.U akin to a 'dog rolling in wet manur': · .  t Lnt. 
This could mean, if we accept that the. 'Parterso_n Film· is not a hoax, that the alleged susquateb 1:, 
capable of produ�ing a powerful smell similar to . 
that of tilt: �nf1pmgu.1n. Here my theory loses 
some credibilttv be.cause. there ts no \Va\· t•) 
explain the .ani1i'lal in the-. 'P:&tterson Film • (if it is 
real) as a ground sloth. 

In any case for now the ·Ground Sloth as 
Sasquatch · idea is simply an open-minded theory. 
and therefore it does have problems . Besi de!! the 
one. discussed in the pre.vious paragraph. one> 
mi�Yht ask how a ground sloth. probablv a slo\\' :ma lumbering beast, li,:ing in geograplll-.::�l ar�as 
constantly be-in� searched for s:tsquntch h:ts 
managed to avOid detection. One possibility is 
that they not only live. in remote areas but have a 
very small population. Another is that they are 
more adept at hiding than \W \\'ould �upp0sc -

espe.cially the smrul�· ones. If there :lre :uty 
survivin_? ground sloth:; in North Am�-ti..:a they 
are likc.Iy nor to b�. mu.;h bigger than a blac k 
be.ar. 
Despite sizes and measurement<;. the evidence> of 
continuing survival of ground sloths in North 
AmericA, particularly in the Yukon is ratllt>r 
intriouing.  The Tutchone stories and le2.�nlb ar �  
hardto dismiss as they also have kgcmt., L'f \'t"I)' 
real occuiTences such as the time "ash fell from 
the sky" (17). in this case referring to the e�tption 
of a nearby volcano in 700 AD. And tf not 
ground sloths it is certainly something 
wexplicable. 



finally .. as I finished writing this article, an 
mterestmg report came to my attention. In a 
recent edition of the American sasquatch 
newsletter Track Record, a letter written by Don 
Peterson wa'i published as follows: 

'"Then tbe cJa ,.. the Sp4ce Shuttle blew up 
(Ch�IIrnger, Ja

'
a 28th 1!186), I was on a live state 

radw chat-about progra�U�De out of Bemidgi 
(Psul Bunyan County) in northern Minnesota, 
and one call-in discussion Jfom the year previous 
told of something that sounded like a South 
Anrrican ground-sloth wallcing upriabt, that they drove out of a very l\QOdsy area ". (l� 
However exciting this report sounds it doesn't add up to much hard evidence. I am not sure as to 
the. rdiability of Don Peterson. and it should �· 
noted that he mentioned the National Inquirer in 
the above quoted letter. As well. it would seem 
strange that Mr. Peterson would think that the. 
.�reature "sounded like a South American oround­
.slvth walkinc- upright". i nste.'ld of just a bi�foot vr 
anoth�r ape like creature. Just for the rec�rd Don 
Pctersvn ts a sasquatch hunte.r from Washim�ton 
�tate (with no scienti fic background). V.·ho 
actually worked with Rav Wallace. a rather 
que�tiona�le figure in the sasquatch world indeed 
' tt_ ts bdieved that he hoa.�ed _s ever� alleged 
sruquatch photos. among other things) 0 . In anY 
\::\Se .• I d011't see why �lr Peterson would take the 
tr<?uhle to hoax a .story . about a giant sloth in 
�tinn�sota when his mam quarry is sa'iquatch. 
for now, at least the above report will remain 
merely food for thoueht until further and more. 
:·diable information regarding it is tume.d up. 

Certrunly nothing can be said for sure until 
��>meone launches a serious expedition to either 
Minn::>sota or th� Yukon to check out these 
r.tmou:: of li ving ground sloths, and to e.ven try 
and bn ng home thr evidence that will seal the 
fate 0� th�· ·tory of ground sloth survival in North 
Amc:-t�·a - bones. skin or a body - dead or alive! 
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Initial Bipedalism: A Theory of 
Human Evolution 

by 

Francois de Sarre 
Our species is commonly be-lieved to be four 
million years old, or thereabouts, and is 
commonly thought to havec evolved from some 
kind of an ape. 

How wrong. however, is this Natural History of 
mankind as defined with such solemnity by 
'classical' anthropology? I would answer that it is 
compktely untrue and that the whole st01y of our 
alleged Simian ancestry has been invente-d, and 
has, since the days of DatWin, has been imposed 
on us through scholarly precepts relayed to us 
through the newspapers and television. 

An australopithecine (a very ancient ape), 
nicknan1ed 'Lucy ' is presently considered by 
most investigators to be 'mother of humanity', 
but she merely represents a figurative 'missing 
link' hetwee.1, an early terrestrial bipe.d and the 
qwdrupedal chimpanzees of today. 

For the last century at least. extraordinary 
anomalies have become widespread ' knowledge' 
and have tlms become integrated into 
contemporary cn:eds of scientific belief 

BIPEDAL GAIT AS THE 
EARLIEST FORM OF 

MAMMALIAN LOCOMOTION. 

Such an asse1tion seems to be a direct 
contradiction of what we perceive to be 'proven' 
facts from our daily experience. It is currently believed by most observers that four legged 
animals re-main in a more archaic state than 
ourselves. This is because until now Palaentology 
has dictated that we. allegedly evolved from some 
early quadrupeds. 

As a zoologist I should surely take notice. of what 
this science teaches; a science whose purpose is 
to explore the archives of our past from 
excavated remains, and interpreting these 
artifacts as the relictual supplies of ancient fauna. 

I do not believe that life on earth is more th:m :1 
few million years old, but this is not the purpose 
of this paper. 

The concept that our cun·ent biodi ver!>ity of 
forms and structures has resulted purely from 
accumulated random changes calL<se{} by minute · 1 
mutations, natural selection and adjusted i 
acbptation over enonnous periods of time i11 in 
itself scientifically flawed. 

An important piece of my evide nce comes from 
Embryology and comparative an�Ltomy. 
Every day, through experimentation, we can 
observe directly where we have come from. with 
the. help of the real biological material that we 
possess. Not from stony, altere-d and evanescant 
substracts but from our own bodies . 
We humans are fundamentally the same creatures 
which once li ve-d and ldt tlu: oceans by t:nkring 
the land. 

In previous articles I h:lve, at great length, 
developed the theory that Man' s large brain is not 
an indication of Simian ancestry. Indeed, we and 
the quadrupedal mammals all stem from a very 
ptimitive stock of bipedal manunals. Therefore, 
we all carry the same basic genetic properties as 
our ancestors possessed. 

We steadily inherited the character trai ts of 
typical pioneers. 
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Figure One 
Bending of the skull bisis (after BOLK 1 926). 

below: dog' s horizontal deck. 
above: (left) ori_ginal rending in mammalian embryos. 

(right) bending of the skUH basis in adult men. 

At early stages of their embryonic development. 
all quadrupednl animals have the same 'big he..ad ' 

as pe<>ple. Figure. one., after the Dutch Biologist 
L.Bolk ( 1926). shows that the typical human 
bending of the. basis of the skull is a prior phase 
in Mammalian octogenesis. 

As far as quadrupedal mammals like dogs are 
concerne.d the. skull basis fonns a horizontal de.ck 
in relation to the axis of the body and the 
horizontal plane of the ground on which the. 
animal is moving. In consequence, the position of 
the inse.rt of the. ve.rte.bral column at the back of 
the skul l has become raise.d. 

It would seem that. at a certain point in the 
embryogenesis. animal foetw;es carry on 
developing beyond the point where the human 
embryo has become complete. 

Furthennore, in bipedal Man. the volume nnd the 
weight of a primordial big brain has locked the 
bent skull base into the original embryonic 
position. 

lbis is why, amongst all other vertebrates, Man 
has kept an upright position whilst standing or 
walking! 
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APES ORIGINATED FROM 
HUMAN ANCESlE.ALSfOCR. 

The key error of today 's evolutionists is to 
assume tl1at man has descended from 
quadrupedal animals that resembled monkc.ys. It 
seems very e.asy to scan the fossil re.cord for 
'ancestors that fi t' and the.n to dc,.,ign some ape­
like creatures for our hypothetical line of descent 

Inversely, another explanation would be that apes 
such as Proconsul or the recently une.arthed 
Australopitl1ecus ramidus retained relict human 
features by spe.cialising to an arboreal existence, 
where they made u<;e of their prehensile anns, 
instead of, as commonly be.lieve(l having 
evolved into a man-like form. 

Indeed, it appears that the apes should be 
considered as ve,c;ti ge.o; of the human lineage. 
ratl1er than as our antecedents. 

Figure two is very convincing in the way that it 
shows how a monkey foetus re.sembles a human 
foetus rather than the other way around. Logically it appears that human evolution ha11 
never passed through a stage like. that which 
characterizes the. tree. dwelling apes. In fact, 
Simians appear to have originated from a form 
similar to our own body shape. 

We must the.refon.·. proce.ed with a complete. re.­
evaluation of the common point of view as 
regards this topic. Let uo; therefore contemplate 
figure three - a scheme. conceive.<� by Adolf 
Schultz, a weU-known American primatologist 
who made some ve.ry important discoveries in 
this field concerning the different re.lative. 

proportions of the he.acl trunk and members 
during the stage.s of the growth of both Man and 
several of the apes from tlte foetn.l stnge until 
maturity. 19 f tl 

I 
f) 

I 
f) 

Figure Two. A Comp.trison of the foetuses oflvfan (left) and of Macaque (right) at 
COIDJ:rumive stages of their development (Man:49 days, M'acaque:44 days). 
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Fi&ure Three. I 

BOOily JIUJX)11:ion5 of the �otpb.ous a� and man in the fOetal and adult sta,ges. I (After SCHUL 17., 1926). The foduses (arove) are ammgoo in the same onler as tfie 
adults (below), all being given identical vertico-penueal sitting heights. 

Profess9r Max Westenhofer, a Gemtl!n mother of humanity, or even our figurative great I 
anatomrst, who in the 1920s was a mam aunt She is no more than an ape! I instigator of the theory of Initial Bipedalism, 
claimed that. if we do not hold any sectarian De-hominised fom1s like the australopithecines . 
preforme-d opinions. this diagram will in itself be appear a') a result of over-specialization to I 
sufficient proof to make us abandon any arboreal life. They evolved from our dirc.ct ! 
preconceptions of a supposed Simian ancestry to ancestors. but they might as well have split up 
Man. todBy into the contemporary chimpanzee species. 

THE FABULATION ABOUT OUR 
FOSSIL 'ANCESTORS' . 

Critically-minded readers would cerUI.inly allege 
that today 's scientists are in position of 
'intangible proofs' of our evolution from 
monkeys . Look out, however! Lucy, the world 
famous East African australopithecine is NOT the 

The question that I woul d like to ask to 
contemporary pmfessional palaeontologists like 
the on� who discovered AustralopithcClL') 
ram.idus is, when will they stop gt·tting so excited 
about discovering the remains of apes'? 

) 
l 
I 

1 am sure U1at the famous idea of Man's Simian ! 
ancestry will soon join the. other forgotten I 
archives of natural history. where ar,· stored the 1 
'eminently scienti fic' orations and uiscoursc.s of !. 



16th Cenntry naturalists like Conrad Gessner in 
Switzerland. and the Italian profe.ssor Aldrovani, 
about the. lives and therapeutic qualities of their 
supposedly contemporary dragons ! 
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Xenobiology by G raham Ing lis 

LIFE ON MARS? 
The flfllt indications that li fe h as  existed o n  a planet other than our own were outlined in 
August after a two year NASA studx of a pear­
size-d Antarctic meteorit� called Alli 8400 1 , 
be-lieved to have. originated from Mars. 

lt is now Slli!gested that bacteria-like life 
develo�.d on �ars three billion years ago (at 
about the same time life is believed to have 
be.gun on Earth) - but then fizzled out. 

Most meteorites that hit our planet appe.ar to be 
Qrimordial remnants 'left over' from the 
formation of the solar system . It is beli eved that 
around 16 milli.on years ago, an object su�h as an 
asteroid hit .Mars, scatte-ring ejecta - some of 
whic.:h was fbn� into space.  Cuncnt b�s� 
estimates are lhar-t11e item of ejecta now known 
as ALH MUOl en�ountered ·the 8\rth som� 
1 3,000 years ago. taili ng in Anwcti.ca. 
Three �ssible indicators o f  ancient l ife were found within thi� meteot�te: 
.. Microscopic elon2"ate.d tube-like. structures: 
wfl!c.h posstbly are- tossils of bacrc.ria-like entlues. 
.. Deco;i1Sof a c:nbooare. - a  mineral Rroduct of som� E:U"tb bacte.ria and �om�. goologic<il pro<.:esses. 

,, Aromatic hy�lroc.:arbons - organic mclecuks 
prod uced by SO!lle bacteria and oy the. proc�sses 
0f stdlar evolutiOn. 
Tndividually. the.�e three. indi cat\)fS arc> harcfl. y 
concl usive : i t  is the presence of al l tlu·ee in one '-mall r·()l'· k. Lltat N,J l,_.� t i ydy "OllSt;tut�, tlv-· b,. , ,  �viden�-e.-v e t  of Iife".iia�in�Sl exi.stel el��;\Vh;re �j-;; 
tlle solar system. -

The astronomers Hoyle. and Wic kramasinge have 
suggested that an earlier such rock-borne 
"visi Ultion · could have see�ed Earth wi th its l ife. 
Effective\)" we all could be. Martians - and 
perhaps ALH 8400 1 bears some. of our long-lost 
bretlu-en. 



MULTITUDINOUS ENIGMATIC CETACEANS ,  
OR "WHALES IN LIMBO " 

Part 4 in a 7 part series. 
by Darren N a ish 

UnavoidablY., cryptozoology is a narrow-minded 
science� for it is conceme<filmost solely with the 
mere ioentity of animals that �pie liave seen. 
Its icons are typically: creaturea tliat if real. are 
totally unique in lhe mooan fauoa · This contrasts wtth,. say.._� sighting of an unusual 
cetaceA:D, an arumal oaonging to a group already 
consisting of almost 80 rec� 11� species. 
In this article I have attempted to review some of 
the more notable (and tticrefore better known) 
cryptocetaceans of which I am at �ent aware, arid make conclusions on their possible 
identification and/or validity. 

As will be explored in a future article, field 
identification and spec:;ific identity amongst 
known cetaceans is alrea<,ly a messY. business, and many_ of the sightings alluded to here highlight 
the difficulties inherent in poor sigh� recor<ls. 
However, do not 4esJ>air. A number of the 
cetaceans r� here are so odd that they 
cannot be confused with anything else. If records 
of these animals truly �esent a reality, they 
also reveal new divmity amongst living 
�mceans. 

A diversity of fins 

The existence of, let us say, a sperm whale with a 
tall dorsal fin would in(leed prove this �int 
Such an animal has indeed been seen. Uke 
several other app81YlltlY new sJ)C1Cies discussed in this article, this animal is already well known m 
the cryi?tozoologi,cal conununity. Seen off the 
Shetland IslandS in the 17th centl.!ry, apparently 
several times, it was described bv cetological 
pioneer Sir Robert Sibbald in 1692111 · It was of 
great s�e - apparently 15 m long (the biggest 
authenticated sperm whale bulls reacn 18 or 19 
m). 

Sibbald commented upon the fact that teeth were 
present solely in the lower jaw, and though spenn 
Whales are unmistakable aniruats in any cas� this 
observation furthet shows that the arumal was a 
spenn whale of some kind. Exactly how Sibbald 
came to be sure of this dentition I am not sure, as 
sperm whales' teeth are only visible at close 
range, and obviously only if the animal is lifti� 
its nead and oJ>e:Ding its Jaw. Carl von Linne, the 
great taxonomist, was obviously imP.ressed 
eoo�h with Sibbild's sperm whale to include it 
in his catalogue of organisms, the Systema 

!'faturac (firs,t published in .1758) [2]. He treated 
1t as a �1es and gave 1t the name Pbyscta 
tursio - SP.erm whale dolphin': the 'doij)hin' 
alluding to the similarity of fin structure to that of dolp�. FiG·. 1 . is a highly conjectural 
restoration of uns animal. 

Fig. l a. The conjectural restoration 
of Physeter tursio. 1 5m 

long in life. 

Fig l b. Adult male P.ca.tadon for 
comparison. 1 8m - 1 9m long in life. 

A �s:sibility is that Ph�ct.cr tur:Jio is not a 
species, but was perhaps an abnormal individual. 
A dolphin with two dorsal fins 'KF recorded 
from tbe. coast of Cornwall in 1 857 � but that it 
was amongst a school of otherwtse normal 
animals strongly suggests a deformity (more 
about two-finned cefuceans in a moment!). 
However, it is bard to explain exactly why a 
s�nn whale would accidentally end up with a 
tall dorsal fin as an abnormality. Other such 
extemal features, including tails m hwnans and 
external hind limbs in sperm whales can always 



be explained as expression of an ancestral 
characte-r. still 'hidden in the. genome.. Nobody 
knows if Pbvset.er has the genetic 'memory' to 
�enerate suc.ri a dorsal fm, out if it does we may 
nave an alternative theory. 

More remarkable still are, as mentioned above, 
those cetaceans that would seem to have two 
dorsal fins! Michel Raynal, 'f.fP.rlcing in one cam with Jean-Pierre Sylvestre · haS already 
reviewed reports of such cetaceans. 
Consequently, 1. will not analyse the area in depth. 
Raynal and Sylvestre began by eliminating the 
confusion caused by a 'monstrous fish' (bearing 
two dorsal fins) r�rted by Mongitore to have 
stranded on the Sicilian coast in September 174 1 .  
Mongitore illustrated this ani mal  - quite certainly 
inaccurately - and it bears scant resemblance to 
any cetacean. Treating it as such, however, in a 
publication from 1814, the French-American 
naturalist Constantine Samuel Rafmesque­Schmalz thought it to be a two-finned cetacean 
and name-d it Oxypterus unugitori. Raynal and 
Sylvestre re.gard tlie. account as too va�e. to be. 
useful

l 
and 1 agree with them that the Sicilian 

anima was probably a large shark. m his 1989 book, There a.re Gtants in the Sea · Michael 
Bright was obviously unaware of the original 
account of 'OX)pt.erus ', and erroneoush· refers to 
it as a 'twin-dorsal-finned black:.and-white 
spotted dolphin' , which it clearly was not. 

In fact, Bri�ht had confused 'Oxypterus ' with 
other animru.s, this time ones qw.t do indeed 
appear to be tWo-finned cetaceans · Perhaps the 
best-known of all cryptocetaceans - one even 
llppears on the front cover of the magazine Exotic 
Zoology - these were apparently seen be.tween 
Hawau and Australia bv the French naturalists 
Jean-Rene Constant auoy. and Joseph Paul 
Oaimard in 1 8 19 uor; TI1ey described and illustrated them (fig . (p as being about double the 
size of a porp<>tse [ 1, markoo with black and 
white spots1 and with two curved dorsal fins, one. 
set justl>ehind the. head. It would seem that they 
were viewed at close range, for some length of 
time, and furthermore by many of the crew 
members [lO)�Ouoy and Gaimard named their 
new dolphins DeJpliinus rhinoceros. 
Having myself se.en vide.o footage where several 
dolphins gel toHether and created¥f.at appears to 
be a large mwti-finned animal ' I tfliilk it is 
temp� to speculate that such an explanation 
lie.s l>ehind, at the very lrast. aboriginnl myths of 
multi-finnt>.tf cetaceans l ], as Raynal himself has 
also noted 1SJ . 
Quoy and Gaimard's sighting, however, is too 
IJrectse to allow for such a possibi lity. Taking 
their accounts at face value, they clem-ly depict an 

unknown cetacean: one that must also represent a 
new genus of dolphin. In accordance with this, 
Ray� and �ylvestre have proposed the nan1e 
Ceiodipterus J. 
What would appc:ar to be anothe-r two-finne-d 
cetacean, but tlUs time a m_ysticete, has also bee.n 
thorougb).y djscussyd by R;aynal and . Sylv�tre 
C4�. Followmg his stgh� of this ammal 
between Peru and Chile in 1 867t the Italian 
naturalist Enrico Hi�F Giglioli named it AtqJbiptera pacifica · Giglioli 's extremely 
competent illustration (on whicb fig. 2b is based) 
elimmates the need for description. Amohiptera 
is clearly mnarlcable. Such an animal would 
deserve its own genus, and Gialioli 's own 
suggestion that tlie blilaenopteria subfamily Ari7pbipterin.ae be created for tt seems entirely 
reasonable to me. Sighti�s of what would seem 
to be othn; specimens of Alnprufltyra have been 
reportedr 1, one even from 19'83 . 

a 

b 
Fig 2a. A moderately speculative 

.. rendition of Quoy and 
Gainard' s two finned Delphinus 

rhinoceros. In life length 
would be 4-Sm. 

Fig 2b. Giglioli 's !WPhip_tera pacifica, an 1 8m long baleen 
whale; unlike rorquals, it lacks 

throat grooves and has two 
dorsal fins. 

As will be.come evident in the re.st of this article, 
the majority of �ptocetaceans are, by cetaceari 
standards, small. Joining Pbyseter rursio and 

------- �' 



�hiptera, however, are two large cryptic 
fOrriis of right whale (family Balaeru<lae), tioth 
from the Arctic. For reasons of space, however, 
they will be discussed elsewhere, as will the 
�tic whalea of the Southern Hemiaphere. 
1bele include yet another tAll-finned toothed 
whale, a variety of monodonts 1171, and a gt'q' and 
black dolphin�ably rdated to Riaso's dolphin 
(Gratq)US gnseus). A prdimiiW)' analyais of 
what may tie another ccyptocetacean, that seen by 
Sir Peter Scott in tne8 Magdlan Straits, h8.s already been presented -w .19r. 

Morzer Bruyns and his 
ccyptocetaceans 

Ironically the best kOOwn of all mystery 
cetaceans, more doubts are entertained as to the 
validity of the follow_ing four s�ies than for any 
othcn. These animals are described in a popular book written by W.FJ Morzer Bruym · in 1971 
{l�J"J� and as sucb are generally more accessible. 
then obscure pape.rs ana research notes. They are 
well known m the 

.�!i'_P.
tozoological communi� 

as all four are incwp,ed in Heuvelmans' 1985 
checklist of cryptids · 

Morzer Bruyns made important observations on 
whales the world over, many of which are of 
interest to cryptozoolog1sts, and was bold enough 
to �t his four 'wilcnowns • as potential new 
spc:cies. He even gave them species names, albeit 
rather makeshift ones. 

1) The Alula whale. This is a large orca-like 
dOlphin, sepia brown, but marked with star­
shaPed scars, �parentl� seen by Morzer Bruyns 
in the eastern GUlf of Aoen. 
He describes it as 6-7 m long and perhaP.s 1800 kg in weight. It has a rounded head 'siniilar but 
not �uite as roWld as in Globicep)lala fthe pilot wbalea]', and a prominent orca.:Uke aorsar fin 
(fig. 3). 
Importantly, Morzer Bruyns r�rts that several 
otb:er officers besides himselF watched one of 
these whales from their ship: a number of them 
made sketches, and later a painting was prepared. 
It would also seem that Alula wllales were seen 
by Morzer Bruyns and his crew on more than one 
occasion, and also that more than one whale was 
seen at a time. On one occasion it is reported that 
the whales were seen to pursue a school of 
amaller dolphins, and furthermore, 'devowln.g of 
live whales by predaton in this area was 
witnessed'.  The P.J:edators doing the devowing 
could not be identified, but the infuence is that 
they were Alula whales. 

Fig 3a. Alula Whale based on 
rendition in (20) . In life 

apparently 6-7m in length. 

Fig 3b. Adult male Killer Whale 
(O.orca) for comparison. 
Between 8- 1 Om in length. 

If we are to assume that the Alula whale is real. 
and I really don't know whether or not we 
should, it is cleaqy a new IJies. Perhaps it is 
enough like the Killer wh r (Orciaus orca) to 
belo� in the same genus l: it is clearly vecy 
much like that spec1es in its morphology ana 
behaviour. It is interesting that colour vanants of 
the Killer whale could, conceivably, be regarded 
as 'new' whales when seen: to my knowledge, 
however, all such variants have always been 
identified correctly. Watson rcr.B?.rts the existence 
of all-black killer whales · and all-white 
individuals have been seen several times 1231 (in 
1970, one was captured for British Columbia's 
'Sealand of

[
!Us.l.acific'. Called 'Chimo'. it live.d 

for 2 ye.ars · Other variants of Orcinus will 
be discussed in the next article in this series. 
Howeve.r, the existence of aberrant orcas is 
irrelevant to the identity of the Alula whale: it is 
distinct from them. 

2) The Greek dolphi n. Of all living cetaceans, 
the sroall .dolphinS of the . genus Sfen.ella have been the btggestl ieadache for taxononusts .  Five 
livin_g species are currently recognised l271, but a 
bewtldering variety of mo�Ks and hybrids 
amo�gst these spec1es ensure tliat some confusion 
rem:uns. 

Furthermore, if Morzer Bruyns is right, there are 



another two species of this _genus awaiting 
description! The 'Greek dolphin is one of these: 
Morzer Bruyns claims to have seen it on several 
occasions, and says that it is very much like the 
Striped dolphin (S. coe�f:Oalba) but without the 
distmctiv� t?lac� strip� · Th9ugh there is q�ite 
some vanatlon m the ptgmentat.Ion and patteqnng 
of Striped dolphins, nowhere else have they been 

· said, to. my kilowledge, to ever lack the eye-to­
anus stnpe. 

3) The Senegal dolphin. This is Morzer Bruyns ' 
second as-yet-unkiiown Stenella species.  He 
described 1t as differing slightly from the 
pantropical spotted dolphin (S. attenuata), the 
cosmopolitan one of the two known spotted 
Stenelfa species . As anyone who has seen the 
things in the field will mow, differentia� the 
two s�ies of SJX?tted dolP.hins in the wild can be 
very aiffi,cult, and identifYing a third form where 
two already occur (as they do, as it happens, off 
the Atlanbc coast of Afnca) is, in my_ opinion, 
beyond the data ordinarily available. Wliile the 
idea that new species of spotted dolphin may 
exist out there amongst the P.resently reco&ID sea 
'species ' of spqtted dolphin is a farr pgsstoility. 
gtven the very broad variation already knoVJn tO 
be present in these species� I do not believe it 
reasonable to recognise a aistinct follil, viewed 
only in the field, as representative of a new 
spe�ies. 

This does not necessarily mean that Morzer 
Bruyns is incorrect - it does, however, show that 
his ilistinctions may be on shaky ground. 

4) The llligan doij>hin. This is P.erhaps the most 
remarkable of the cetaceans Morzer Bruyns 
claims to, have seen, this time in the Mindailao 
Sea, amongst the Philippines. It has a brown 
back, yellow flanks, a pink belly and, most 
interestingly, appears to be very similar in size 
and shape to the Melon-headed whale 
(Peponocephala electra). 

ru Hcuvelmans has observed C8!. it is particularly 
noteworthy that Morzer Bruyns se.ems to have 
been aware of a Peponocephala-like whale before 
Peponocephala itself was deemed to be truly 
distinct from otl1er dolphins. As Morzer Bruyns 
did not publish these observations until after 
PeponoceP.hala was described as a new genus [28] 
however, the best piece of supporting evtdence is 
void! 
I also find it hard to be.li eve in a vety brightly 
coloured dolphin when all of its closest relatives 
(either the killer whale - pilot whale group £291, or 
the l..agenomynchus species) are always marked 
in blacks, whites and greys. 

However, there is no real reason why an llligan 
dolphin cannot exist But what are we to make of 
Morzer Bruyns and his claimed sightings? 
Besides havinq sueposedly encountered the four 
cetacean spectes discussed above - all as yet 
unseen by other cetologi sts - Morzer Bruyns also 
writes of several sightings of unidentified 
ziphiids - beaked whales, including a rust-brown 
species seen in the Gulf of Aden. Then there is a 
'South China Sea dolphin ' and a 'Malacca 
dolphin' :  animals that, Morzer Bruyns suggests, 
may be similar to Fraser's dolphin (Lagenodelphis hosei) - yet again, an arumal 
unknown trom complete specimens at the time of 
Morzer Bruyns' purported observations llll.JOJ. 
Short of accusing Morzer Bruyns of fabricating 
evidence; I am totally unsure as to bow seriously 
we should regard bis accounts. Stephen 
LeatheiWood, the world authority on cetacean 
field identification, has referred to Morzer 
Bruyns as one who has 'muddied the waters' of 
field cetology CJIJ. 

The most elusive of ziphiids 

Ziphiids are by far the most elusive and eoorly 
kno'Wfl of cetaceans, probably by virtue of thetr 
deep-sea lifestyle. Within this century, seven 
new species have been named, the most recent of 
these 11_1 1991 {J:ZJ. �rrently hardly reported in �e 
zfroologthtcal press lS
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om e eastern ac1 1c P 1. s wnte, e 
formal d�.Rption of this species awaits 
publication - . Yet �ain, here is proof that new 
cetacean SP.CCies awai[ di scovet)'. SodWght there 
be other u.iiknown ziphiids out there? · 
�gain as of writing, Longman 's beaked whale (M.esoplodon l=lndOpacetus] paciticus) has been e�cribed solely on the basis of skeletal remains 

0 · We just don't know what the complete 
animal, dead or alive, looks like. This has led to 
some interesting speculations, as there are several 
ziphiid sighting records that do not match known 
spe.cie,c; :  might these. have. been live specimens of 
:COngman' sl>eaked whale.? 

For example Mark Carwardine. rep<?rts that two 
large. mesoP.Iodonts were seen, by 'experienced 
observ8W. •, in waters around the Seychelles in 
1980 · These animals agreed in size and 
morphology_ with what is known of Longman's 
beatced wfu!Ie (namely, two skulls) and were ligftt grey. pi}telf' appearance was reconstructed m 
1995 and ap� as fig. 4 here. Another 
suggestion is that the rust-brown ziphiids seen by 
Morzer Bruyns in the. Oulf of Aden may 
themselves have been Longman's beaked whales 



as may have been a grouJ> of lpnje ziphiids 
pbotogfaphed near Christmas Island . 

Fig 4. Restored appearance of 
ziphiid seen off the 
Se�chelles in 1 980. 

Based on °8>. 

Presently the. most widely reported of all 
�tocetaceans is that mfrted by Pitman., 
.Aguayo and Urban in 1987 · 

This animal a� in morphology with known 

I mesoplodonts and is notable for occunipg in two 
distinct colour morphs that, on occaston, have 
been seen together. One is larger, has a br9ad 

I whitish band swec;p.i.ng diag_oruil_!y from behind the head to the wlstock (llg. :.>) and displays 
numerous scratches 

' and scars. 

These are !'fpical of �ale D)esoplodonts whi.ch. 
unlike the females and JUVemles, have pr:otruding 
teeth and seem to use them in fights with other 
males. It can therefore be deduc� that this form 
is the male. It has several times been seen 
associated with a second, less distinctive, uniform 
grey-brown animal. 

ProbablY. female, this second form can only reallY. 
be identified as the same s�ics as the 'male' when it is &een together with it Indeed Pitman 
and colleagues wnte: 'The brown animals are 
relatively nondescript and separating them from 
other me.soplodonts in the fidd may not be. 
possible' I39J. 

Fig 5. 'Male' specimen of an 
un1dentified ziphiid seen and 
photographed rn the eastern 

Pacific. In life 5-5.5m in 
length. Based on illustrations 

and photographs in <39> and 
illustration on pp. 1 1 2-3 of (37). I ! 

I 
As regard:; .\.l.l<? ab�lute �dentity of this animall l three posstbthtles extst. Fustly, \t may be a branu I new :specie-3 and,. if :so, M it �� been 
photographed and seen on more occastons than 11 
certain mesoplo<!onts which ar� known from 
specimens 1t ts now certamly the best 1 documente.d. It is e'fftP included in. botit!fi.cently 1 publishe� popular and technical -· fielo 1 
ruides. Secondly it may be a .race. of an already I 
�own mesoplodont, m wpich case . we ru:e I 
dealinu with a new subspectes . I constder this I 
unlikefy. but it remains a wssibijity (two. o�er I 
poorly · known but morp_hglogtcaHy 4tstmct I 
mesoplodonts - Hubbs ' (� carllwf?b�) and ! 
Andrews ' beaked whales (M. bowdorru) .- are 
considere.d by some experts to be subspectes of �· 
the same species. 

Thirdly this may be an already known species. l 
but one not yet p<?Sitivdy identified altve, or I known from matenal other than a skulL Here w_e ! 
return to Longman's beaked whal�. That �s 
l!J)ecies has oiily been recorded wttll certamty 1 from Queen.c:�lana and Somalia does not rule. out 1 
t11e {>:OSSibilitv of it occurring in the ea�t Pactftc: 1 
zipliiid species are notorious for �tranding miles 1 
away from the.ir expe.cte.d range.s. The best I e.xample of this is probably Gray's Be.aked Wh�e 
(Mffayi) . Tilis seems to oe a southern fonn; wtth 
a nUmber of strandings restric ted to the latitudes I 
of New Zealand, Tierra Del Fuego and South 
Aliica. 

. . · -----------------------------------------------------� 



In 1927 however, a SQecimen stranded at Kijkduin in the Netherlanilsl It is not therefore inconceivable that Longman's Beaked Whales 
nlight be frequently observed off the west coast 
of Central America. However a true di�cla� 
characteristic might be size: the Pacific spe.cie.s 1s 
small (5 - 5.5 mr whereas Long_man's is large (7 -
7.5 m, this length extrapolatedlTom the skulls). 

Further complications arise in view of 
suggestions that (1)  the Seychelles whales, or (2) 
the Gulf of Aden whales, or (3) the Christmas 
Island whales, were themselves Longman's 
be.ake.d whales, for i f any of them are, the Pacific 
fom1 must be something else again. Conversely, 
if the Pacific form is I.:ong_man's beaked whale, 
then the Seychell?1 Gulf of Aden and Christmas 
Island beaiC.ed wwues will still be unidentified, 
and all we will know is that they are not 
specimens of Mesoplodon paci6cus. (Add to all 
this the fact that other as-yet-unidentified ziphiids 
have been referred to in the literature.) 
Finall)', it is even possible that the new Chilean 
beak.eil whale may be something to do with 
Pitman et al's form. Publication of the 
�eSC�P.�'lP will reve.al whether such a spe.culation 
ts vahaP · 
Le.ss obviously

i 
but still most likely, ziphiids 

were the 9 m ong whales watched by famous 
nineteenth centu:ry naturalist Philip OOsse. He 
described animals with elongate bOdies - black 
dorsally1 white ventrally - with � te_ pe.ctoral 
fins ana long pink-tipfed snouts . Taken at 
face value, liis accoWI most certainly describes 
an Wlknown cetacean and, reconstructed with a 
mesoplodont body as template (fig. 6)1 this is 
rather obvious. With no otlier recorded s1ghtings, 
let alone sv.ecimens or photos, this animal's 
purported existence remains, like others we have 
s�n. in limbo and. at this stage, nothing more 
can be sai d. 

Fig 6. A tentative restoration of 
the 9m long ziphiid apparently 

seen by Gosse in the� orth 
Atlantic. 

The cryptocetaceans only touched on in this 
article, as . well as others, wiU be presented in 
another article. · 
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Letter from the 
Lochside 

by Richard Carter 
.:.LIZZIE ' :  

IHE LOCH LOCHY MONS"I:E.R 

'Lizzie · of Loch Lochy was se.e.n on l l  September by staff and guests of the Corrie.cour 
Lod!!e Hotel si tuated on the shore of Loch 
Locliy. Sn.ndra Turner who was working in the 
hotel di ning room saw three. large dark bumps 
about one mile away. 

Joined by Kate Allan the.y, together with 1 fi 
�uests. watc he-d the object move. in what theY. 
ooth described as an unusual manne-r. The. trul 
end whipped from side to side very fast: the 
front end was large and rounded and it moved 
ns fast as a dinahy . Both gave the size as about 
the same as a dolphin but it became obvious it 
could not be. by its side to side movement. 
Dolphins were reported in Loch Linnhe, the sea 
locli but this is se.parate.d by the canal locks. 
Sandra Frase.r made inq_uiri es around the. Loch 
and one or two local fishermen had reported 
unusual wakes in the last couple of days. 

The sigh ti ng ended when the three humps 
moved out of si !?ht. No-one else from around 
the. Loch reporteC1 seeing anything strange. 

-- -- -------------�----------------------------------------------� 



Another �Joction from the Jegendarily non existent 

compilation album: 

NOW THAT' S  WHAT 
I CALL CRYPTO 

by Neil Nixon r � 

/ ..--...,_ D LPI)'ctb 1 -,d � � 
Amenca Monster 

After their first sin!!le - 'Horse \Uth No Name' 
had peaked at numoer 3 in the UK. the folk/rock 
band America meant very little  iri this country. 
In the- USA thev were ecl ipsed onlv by TI1e. 
Eagles in term.•( of record sales d'urif!g the 
se.venties heyday of country rock. The. oand's 
strengths were direct melodies and hannonies 
wrapping apparently simple lyrics. 

In 1977 the band cut '�1onster' as__j)art of the-ir 
final album as a trio - 'Harbour '. TI1e track has 
the deceptive simplicity of '\-'-7lite Album' period 
Beatles. In the opening lines we. discover that a 
'monsttr' has crawled from underground. The 
cre.ature ?'as 'burning his face as he ran through 
the town· . 
Each line seems simpl e- enough but an ove-rall 
scan of the two-minute sona throws up a series of 
riddles. 'Hard court and harmony just ain 't the 
same' . .. 'Red and blue want to like a lzole in tlze 
he3.d. ' etc. 

Built around an improbably simple chord progression, this little. ge.m me-anders to an open 
end: Superficially, it's nonsense; ultimately, tt's 
what you make it; probably , it's a riddle. 

Using a monster motif and title as a clue it 
throws in a solution halfway through with the fine ·�pt aU tbese pictures, just need tl1e frames. ' In 
omer words, the thing that will make complete 
sense of the whole puzzle is missing for the 
s�er too. Lac� a literal truth the song is a 
clever exercise in wing_ a monster motif" as a 
meta_phor for all the ridill e.s and choices we face 
in lire. 

America were frequently slagged as lame 
COJ?yists :md purveyors of high school poetry. 
This song wouldn't  have been out of place on 
The. Beatles · 'White' album or 'It 's a shame 
about Ray' by The Lemonbeads. 

NORTH OF 
THE BORDER 

Caledonian Curiosities from the 
artist formerly known as Tom 

An <I er son 

Edinburgh Zoo authorities were worried atx•ui 
their che.etah's sedentary lifestyle and its inherent 
detrimental affect upon their livers. This is due to 
that o�an 's need for energy bursts and not. �$ vou may have supp<;>sed to" their h:tvin� �ained 
access to the lounge bar of the adjacent hotel. 
Rese.archers have develope.d a training machine. 
constructed of, among oilier things, pulleys, cabk and a dead raboit . . .  
A seven foot, four inch leatherbnck turtle ha!; 
been washed ashore at Europic Ness Isle of 
Lewis. Emanating from the mid Atlantic or 
Caribbean. it was badly decomposed ami. 
according to the const2.uard who found it had 
ridden the current of tile Gulf Stream for some 
time. It was the first strandin� of this spt:des 
locally for ten years. At the time of writin� (3rd 
Octol>e.r) i t  remains on the beach. it's  re.inoval 
dependant on the tides. 
There se�m to be strange thinas :rfoot in lh� 
waters around the Orkneys . Half the islands are 
whale watching now following the ups u�e in 
activi� lately - fifteen Minkes stranaed on :m 
Orcadtan beScl1, Humpbacks. Orca�. n Behrg:1. 
Bac;ki!}g Shark.� are common (possibly lot:al 
hyperbOle, I know they're not rare tn these parts} . 

The marine situntion up here is in a state of flux 
at the moment, �s appearing where they 
haven't before and m1gratioll8 around the east 
coast of bottle nosed dolphins, previously 
unknown in Aberdeen Bay. 

There is obviously a long term panem emergi.pg 
here. As yet we don•t loiow whether its climatic, 
nutrient or hydrologically influence.<�, or down to 
something as yet uriknown. Watch this space ... 

(Did I write that? Stupid damn phrasel Blame the 
Special Reserve 8.5% .  I always do . . .  ) 
Editorial Note: We usually blame the 'White Ugf:l.tning' c;>r Grahams unaccountable taste 
for 'HaVtik'Nind' circa 1 972. 



As IrD$t of my t«'Clt postbl& bu becn_prefa� 'R-ith the l"I.Otds •\\irhout Prejudi�· it JS a joy, to 6e abk to prcsea a 

LEfTI�'RS TO 
TH E ED ITOR 

I EDITORIAL DISCLAI MER l 
The Editor would like to stress that 1 opinions expressed by individual 1 
con�����o��

i
\�rti:����i;�� �hder ! � any capacity 1 do not necessarily 1 

: correspond wtth those held by ttie , 
: editorial team. Whilst every attempt is j ; always taken not to infringe anyone's i COpyright Or tO print anythrng J ioe iiOUS I 
. any such infringement's are the I 
. responsibil ity of ttie individual author! 

THE WONDER HOUSE 
If one will excuse. the. seeming paradox, I 
absol ute.ly. albei t reluctantly. endorse. the Edi tor's 
\\TV comments about the current surly 
unhel p fulness of so many of the staff at the Bri tish Muse.pm (Natura) Hi�tory) - or as they 
p.re.fe.r to dub Jt, the Natural H1story Museum. 

There was a time, up to the 1960s, when it was 
indee.d a pleasure to research at this place., and to 
seek. the. enthusiastic assistance. of its 
knowledgeable :md cheerful staff - as indeed I 
have commente.d upon in more than one of my boon. 
Now it's all changed - even to the extent of a 
standard question barked at you as soon as you 
request information frOil! any �epartment "wpy 
do you want to know this? 1s 1t for commerctru 
pwposes?" If you think this · sounds so 
preposterous that I must obviomly be making it 1JP. as part of my own "Lc.t's bate the B.M(Nat 
Hist) Week", just try a simple experiment for 
you�elf: give them a ring and ask something. 

As has become fashionable in so many Qlaces 
these days, many of the staff are over-confident, over-educated, bossy and mouthy young-to­
youngish women, and these seem to take 
particular and pect.iliar delight in being unhelpful. 
Some time ago I had an unfortunate conversation 
with such a person at the Kent County Record 
Office, and was so annoyed I made an official 

complaint to the he.ad of deeartment - who turned 
out to be nnothe.r woman . ro my accusations of truculence. :md aggressive.ne�s I got "We.JJ, can 
J'OU blame. JJer - a  n-oin..'ln t1)7ng to mllke ller way 
m a man 's n-orld? " 
So now you know. 

CUNfON KEELING 

1 .  Fottenn Zoologist£, 
Ccyptic creatures 
and friends of the dragons. 
Chasing_ wild geese, 
heresy, ne.arsay. 
2. Braving ridicule 
from the. ne.gative. orgasm 
of blind hatred. 
In rioor mortis minds 
withi>igger monsters. 

3. Reward? The chase the search 
for observation, the son of anecdote. 
The figh� so hard 
like herdmg cats. 
The wins, the. losses. 
4. Why do it? In nob1e few hundred 
in brotherhood of men 

I 
l 
' . 



with desire 
to know. 
5. In new Middle Ages, 
and future degenerations. 
Pattern in darlmess torchbearers in network, 
waiting for dawn. 

SWISS MISS 
Dear Jon, 

. . . .  a few comments on issue #10. 

To the article by Neil Amold on Wild Boars. In 
Switzerland the boar is rather well represented 
and it•s also hunted and eaten (thougfi I never 
tasted it). If you want to know some more. just tell 
me .. 

The letter from Tom Anderson reminded me of a 
similar experience that I had at school , only in 
reverse. My teacher had bought a greenfinch and 
told us it was a "Green Tit" . I was only six but I 
knew she was wrong although I never admitted 
it! I wonder what a greentit looks like? 
Also. to the letter of Mr Keeling. I wante-d to say that I absolutely love the. "Now that's what I call 
crypto" column and I find it utterlv funny. Of 
course if someone like Mr Ke.eling aoesn't have 
the slightest interest in f(h;k music - he {or she) 
�on 't understand it! Please ke.ep it where it 
lS . . . .  

Best wishes and good luck, 

Sunila sen Gupta. 
Switzerland. 

Editorial Note: Sunila also asked us to p<?int 
out that her cartoon Vlklich was included in 
issue 1 0  original ly aP.Peared in French in a 
v.onderfully bizarre l ittle book called 11The 
Dahuu. wt11ch was published by: 

article ready because I have been wanting to 
use the neadline •pjgs (Three different 
Ones)" for ages! 

A RAINBOW WARRIOR 
Dear Mr Downe3 

I was interested in your editorial remarks on the 
"Moth Menace" on plO of the last issue, where 
you wqndered.if climate. change. was responsible. 
tor the infestations . 

I have increasingly been thinking about the area 
of common interest that � activists (like me) 
and cryptozoologists share. The hunt for cryptidS 
often involves �previously-thought-extinct 
animals, whilst Greenpeace . - and other 
environmental organisations seek to prevent 
further extinctions. Also, " out-of-pl�ce" animals 
often be.come so because of Shifting ocean 
currents as the planet wanns up and local 
climates start to change . 
Many cryptozoologists believe, I imaeine, in the 
theory of evolution. They are thus well placed to 
ask tliemselves whether or not the "survival of the fittest" instincts that served our remote ancestors 
so well are really the best principles on which to 
base a modem cr vilised soctety. 

The Market Forces creed. based on these literally 
mindless instincts, leads to the mass dumping of 
car batteries in the Philippines and lea!cY drums 
of poisonous waste. in We.stem Africa, for 
instance. Norway and Japan continue their 
assault on the whale population.�. Planned 
obsole.scence waste� energy and resources. 
Asthma and skin allergies are rife as car 
emissions soar and our food is debased with 
additives, all in the name of global market 
competition. 

Yet how many of us mll'ie over any of this a.c; w�. 
push our shopping �.ollies around the local 

' Editions de la Giraffe supermarket? 
: Musee d'histoire naturelle I CH-2300, La Chaux-de-Fond s The power of the Market is. of course, sometimes 
i S'Aitzerland. brou�ht to bear on the problem - but usuallv a 
11. heavy social price has to be paid. For instrulce. 

Her memories of her six year old ' greentit' old aPe pe.n.-;ioners and the unemployed are 

I. experience triggered memories of a certain subsi01sing big industry when water companies 
teacher in Hon g Kong Vlklo told your editor clean up contaminated beaches: the cost is ad<le.d 
(aged seven) that a pony was a baby horse. . .  to every water bill and the big users actually get 

1 discounts! It's the bosses in tlie boardrooms w11o !. Were we all taught by idiots? arc the para<Jites on society , not the New Age 
travellers and the widows of those. who fought to 

! deliver Ewupe from Nazism. 
Whilst In 'rock music mode' Pink Floyd 
afficianados will be sad to hear that in the Whateve.r we do to the. plane.t, it will stabilise� an 1_ last issue there was only one wild boar 

______ _____________ _, 



i �brium will emerg_e. The question is, can 
that new-found state oT �uilibnum support the 
kind oflife we would wish our children fO enjoy -
or, indeed, can it support ANY life? Venus, for 
instance - the planet wllere a runaway greenhouse 
effect baa already occ\lll"ed - is in a state of stable 
equilibrium. The surface tem�ature is alwa)_'s 
around 400 deg. C and the hwricane winils 
faithfully spray 119t just water, but sulphuric acid, 
around the V enustan landscape. 

Environmental stability is not and never will be 
an iss� where Earth is concerned. Quality of 
life is - or should be. 

The Market Forces creed is catching on: here in 
E.n2land all three main political parties are now fulfy committed to it America haS been for years 
- with the appalling social and environmental 
results we already mow about Russia is now 
moving from totalitarian neglect to Market Forces. 

I On Earth. cryptozool�sts and green activists jojn climatologtsts � being among th<?se p�ple 
With the cleare.'it vtew oi the warrung stgns. 

I 
These siens are not merely of academic mterest 
they shoUld mak.e us ask the question, what an� 

1 we going to do about it all? 
I l Yours faithfully 

! Steve Johnson 1 Wolverhampton 

I O M E N S  O F  
! M I S F O R T U N E ?  
1 by Neil Amold I Science is often quick to dismiss tales of 

unfamiliar animals: however the sightings 1 continu�. Some ·of these animals seem ! P.rehistoric - not so much out-of-place as out-of­
time. Others are so hideous and unrecognisable 
that they could be Q_articipants in some obscure 

1 animal freak show. There are even those entities 
' that seem to have the characteristics of ghosts. 

I Altho�h many str�e reports are dismissed as 
hallucinations or hOaxes. or the product of 
attention-se�king idiots or overactive 

I imaginations, a number of these stghtings sug$est 
some sort of spiritual entity - they are l>eyona the 

i �ssibilities of nature as we usuallY. unde.rstand il  

I The tho�ht that we humans max be sharif!g our 
void witli other forces is frightening enougli, but 

I there arc. many r�rted ex�ences which lead 
me to believe tliat our "ilimension" is on a 
parallel with some other - and somewhat darker -

i 

plane. A plane where creatures from millions of 
)'ears ago are still alive: a dimension where 
ilinosaurs still roam. serpents swim the seas and 
giant birds soar overhead. 

Through the years, tale:> of great winged bea.'its, 
disfigured monsters, hauy men and cyclops cats have come to the fore. The most conunon of 
phantom cre .. :'llures are the. Black DOgs and tht� 
sinister Mothman. It is as if these demons are. 
creatoo on an emotional level by certain 
individuals and, like ghosts, can flicker onto our 
everyday level - but often only bei� perceived 
by the "invoking" i ndividual. Various folldore 
omens and "signs" have emyrged through the 
�es - for instance, death is the misfortune 
forewarned by the ccy of a banshee, the howl of a 
hound and the screecb of a cat However) visions 
which seem to forete.U moments of rate. and 
misfortune may be misidcntifications of other 
phenomena . The Black Dogs of Devon are seen 
by many and not always is a death imP.ending ­tfiey may be mistakenly-identified black leopard$. 
Mothman may in fact be an oversized eagle. Still 
unlikely: but a lot more natural than two-headed 
tigers, griffins and horses with human fac� -
creatures surely beyond nature's capabilities. 

This certainly sce.ms to be the case when we flick 
through the thousands of sightings which link 
misfortune and odd spectral-type creatures. The. 
glowing red e.yes and apJ>arent ability of 
Mothman a�d the Cornish OWlman to dis.appe.ar se�ms to pomt to supematural forces rathe.r man 
the existence of unoiscovered flesh and · blood 
creatures. These. people may be seein!! things 
that have stemmed from their emotional fevel - as 
one might see a deceased relative. Manv entities 
are perceived as siens of 'darker' things : a  theme 
that has run throughout folldore, and is still 
e.vident today . It is oovi�us that something bt'.yond 
our every oay level ts at work. It may be 
extraterrestrial - and this may explain the 
connections some _peo_ple have mentioned between UFOs and Bigfoot, big cats and lake monsters . Tills, thouoh, is beyond human 
mentality . We may find' out all we. need to know 
when we reach our destination after death: until 
then. Wl! are playing guessing games. However. 
we may never know why such odd and dark. 
creatures infiltrate our votd. We have not eve.n 
worke.d out our own minds - but are still trying to 
solve mysteries beyond our science. There is 
much to ·kmn about the animal lcin!!dom here on 
.&rth: just look at the surprises thatlcee.p popping 
up. 

Messengers of doom? Omens of misfortune? 
Svmbols of destiny? - the ji!!saw is nowhere near 
complete. And the Ark was not what it seemed! 

�---·- - ·-· --- ·- ·- - - -·- - - ·---------------------------' 



1 BOOK REVIEWS 
' THE  UNEXPLAINED' By Dr. Karl 
P.N.Shuker. (Carlton £ 1 6.99 248pp) 

When Karl Shuker told me that he was writing a 
book on 'mysteries ', and providing a scientific 
analysis for such phenomena as crop circles, 
vampires and UFO's, I am perfe.ctly prepared to 
admit th:lt I was not 100% enthusiastic about the. 
projc-.ct. After all, Shu.ker is poss

_
ibly the mo�t 

important cryptozoological wnter of his 
oeneration, and being somewhat of a 'purist' I was 
;_.onied to think that he. might be di verting his 
undoubted talents into new and unfamiliar 
territory. 

I was wrong . 

1bis book is completely superb. There are an 
awful lot of 'weird phenomena' books on the 
market, and as we approach the millennium I 
suspect that there will be a lot more. This is the 
only book that I have seen for years which 
deseiVes to be mentioned in the. same breath as 
'Phenomena' by Bob Rickard and John Michel, or 
Francis Hitching's 'Atlas of World Mysteries' .  I 
have been colle.cting this sort of data for years and 
I have upwards of 600 books on the subjects. Even 
so Karl has managed to present information that 
is

' 
completely new to me. Even when discussin 

gsuch well known phenomena as 'The Dover 
Demon' he does so in a refreshing and insightful 
way and presents illustrations that I have never 
seen before. 

singularly good song on the subject recorded by a 
certain art-rock band from Exeter). Despite that 
appalling omission I have no problem at all in 
describing this book as 'Essential'. It is one of t!te 
best books I have read all year, and I cannot prmse 
it highly enough. 

'THE ASHOVER ZOOLOGICAL 
GARDEN - The True Stocy• by 
Clinton Keeling. (Clam Publications 
134pp) £7 .00 (including p&.p from 
C.H.Keeling, 13 Pound Place , 
Shalford, Guildford, Surrey. GU4 
8HH) . 

When be gave it to me at Zoologica this year. 
Clinton Keeling described this book as 'vel)· 
bitter' . Not for the first time I am forced to 
disagree with him within the. page.� of 'Animals & 
Men '. This is not a bitter book. It is pc.rhaps the 
most c athartic volume of autobiography I have 
read in many years but it is positive in its outlook 
and avoid� the twin pitfalls of needle.-;s 
recrimination and self-pity which would indee.d 
have marked this book down as 'bitter·. 

The title is self explanatory but only gives part of 
the story. This is not just the story of the. 
seventeen year history of what Maxwell Knight 
described as "one. of the few zoos - almost 
certainly the only privatdy-<>wned one - to make a 
serious attempt to justify its existence", but it is 
the story of a remarkable man, who is also a 
remarkable zoologist, and his struggle against 
bureaucracy, apathy and a failing marriage. As 
someone whose own marriage has recently 
collapsed in circumstances which present a 
number of parallels to those of Clinton 's first 
marriage I found this book very uplifting as well 
as an interesting read from a zoological point of He even credits me for 'inventing' th7 term 
view. 

"Zoofonn Phenomena" (although the section on 
'fhe Mad Gasser of Mattoon' fails 1D mention • I  Ashover Zoo was many y=s before its time, 



being the first zoo to see its role as primarily I 'Sea. Head Lines ' by Tony 'Doe' �ucati�nal. The list o
.
f speci� it kept is extr�ely Shiels (Giss 'On Books. 44pp £2.50). 

1IDpress1ve., as were 1ts achievements, espec1ally 
considering the almost total lack of support that 
they received from the zoological establishment of 
the time. 

Although best known to fortean readers as a 
monster hunter, magician and purveyor of naked 
witches, Tony Shie.ls is by trade. a surrealist artist. 

It may srem prete.ntious of me., but I can find no This gorgeous little book. of writings and 

paralells for this book within the canon of drawings, which also includes a wonderful playlet 

zoological literature. The nearest comparison that from Simon Parker, is the first published fntits of 
I can make is a 1974 LP by Neil Young called 'Doe's '  late.<>t project: The. Se.a Heads In 
Tonights tile NiglJt ' which, like this book is 

I 
Elemental Locations Scheme. (Grok the 

catharticly autobiogr:.phical and which provides a ,· acronym). 

valuable insi�ht into the mind of its creator. - Tony we.wes a marvelous spiders web of 

This is a wonde.rful. but sad book. and I have no I inte.rcon�c:.cting i ma�es, invoking sea monsters. 

reservations in reco�unending it most highly! I Moby �ck, Pablo. Ptc
.
asso �d the elephant squid 

producmg a be.WJtclung :nuasma of Grotesque 

'B" J · 1 An Ji 'lA'� 1 l , I Sensuality (GS). As he writes: 10 ogiCa oma es: 1vJamma s 
by William Corliss (Ed). (Sourcebook 1 "A Sea Hea d is a celebra tory image. It ra ises the 
Project) . 286pp ! spirits and inspires uninhibited revelry. !vfighty 

; cr:1ck .1ltogell!er. I raise my glass to it!" 
For tv.·o decades now Will jam Corliss '  ! 
Sourcebook Project has been cataloguing j And so say all of us. 

sci e.nti fic anomalies and presenting them in a fonn 1 
which provides an .i.Pvaluable body of reference I Editor's Note: To celebrate all sorts of 
material for any fortean researcher. This latest 'I things,  and to win a copy of the Sea 
volume, is perhaps the most important yet from Heads bookeen and a free years's !he-

.
point of view of the fortean �Iogist be.ca�e 1 subscriptio n .., be the first person to 

tt �ncludes a weruth of material not readily I tele phone me and tell me , according to 
avwlable elsewhere. J th R" h h t p bl ona an re man w a was a o 

The book is divided into three categories: Picasso never called? 

External appearance and morphology 
Behaviour and 
Unusual talents. 

Each of these categories is subdivided with 

'Quaggas and other Zebras ' by 
David Bamaby (Bassett Pubs. 
£9.00) . 

extreme care. lbis book has even surpassed the . . 
previous sourcebook 'Incredible Life' in I am �  fan o

.
f Davtd Bamaby. I �e the way that 

importance in my personal library, and 1 can only he. w�tes, wtth style an� n?t a little
. 
� humour 

say that 1 am agog with anticipation as regards the but this late:>t book
. 
of his, m my optmon �t least, 

next volumes in the series. ! surpasses hi� p
_
revlOus books by a considerable 

measure. This 1s a book about the Quagga, an 

! 



African wild horse extinct since the late. 
nine.teenth century. Bamaby e.xamine,s the. history 
of the species and its decline. He makes some very 
interesting points about its taxonomy and he. lists 
the fe.w surviving museum specimens. He also 

presents :m impressive list of cultural and li terary 
references to the. be.ast (inclucling my favourite.. 
one from 'King Solozmn ·s Mim:.s ' by H.Rider­
Haggard). 

Furthermore. he set<> the enti re. saga over a 
backdrop during which he dcsctibes an exci tin� 
trip to South Anica undertake.n \vith A & M  

Contributor Chris Moiser during the. summer of  
1Y95. 

Most importantly. however is the current project 
to 'reconsti tute..' the. species by intensive hree.ding 
expe.rimcnts. and the book offers the almost 
fantastic hope that man can, in a small way at 
kasl attempt to re.pair a little of the dumage he 
h::s done. to the. biodiversity of this planetl 

SP ECIAL O FFE R 

�auaggas and other Zebras· will 
be published on 22nd December. 

In  conjunction with Bassett 
publications we can offer this 

remarkable book at a pre­
publication price of £7.50.  

(I ncluding P&P) . This offer ends 
on the 22nd December, and 

Bassett Publ ications have asked 
us to state that wh ilst they will 

make every effort to do so, they 
cannot guarantee that the books 

wil l  be delivered by Christmas. 

----·--- -- --- --- ----·---·- - ·-

POSTAGE AND PACKING 

This will now be charged at cost. IJ'y0u 
include £0. 75 per book and 25p per 
pel'iodical wjrh your order then v.e v..jlJ 
either refund the balance or invoice "· ' 
for any extra postage due. Payment. et: · 
be in cash (UK or US currenc.v .' . 

International Money Orcic · . • 

Eurocheque, or cheque dra 'M1 on a UJ·, 
bank 

Please .1118ke all cheques paJ8ble to 
J ONATI-IAN DOWNES. Please 
telephone to ensure tha t the goods you 
want are still in stock If no telephone 
ea 11 is recehed and an order is 
received for something tha t  is out or i 
stock then a credit note will be given .. · 

If you Jiw: outside the BC please add 
10% surcharge to cover adittional post 
and packing. ' 

Every ettbrt will be taken. to ensure 
prompt deliw:ry within 21 days. Orders 
outside Europe are sent by surface mail 
unless aditional postage is paid. 
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Coolribaors Ux:lude Karl Shuker, Doe 
Shiels. Mic bel Raynal, Jon Downcs etc. 

Subjects include Mystery cagl� Loch Nes Monster, African Man Biasta, S urrealchemy, The mystery bird of Hiva Oa and mu::h more £12. 00 

MYSTERY CARNIVORES of T h e  W c l t c o u n t r y  

J onathan Downes watlia•• i•u.t-.:ti•,. ..,. Or J'orl P.N.S .. k•r 8 Se •• P•D .• FRES •• FZS 

Investigation into the po11ibility that two spc.ciea of Bmlll1l cami.VOte await diaoovcry in so\th western En&1a.nd Alao suueeta that three or four species thouglt extinct IDlY still 
survive in the R:&ion. £!.50 

THE CFZ 
YEARBOOK 

1 9 9 
Ed ited by Jonathan Downes 

7 

Comribuors include Karl Shuker, Micmel Pll!yfair, B�n Chapii¥UL }an Willis� etc .Subiects tn:lude Aardvark anomalies, 
Gigantothermy. Shakespea�n . 

cryptozoology remtroduccd spectes m 
SCOtland, Cattie mutilation in Mexico, 

£12 

The Owlman and 
Others 

Jonathan Downes 
•·i:h :a !�-:arcS �·Ton;· �· Shieb. 

The first in-depth investiJation into the truth behind ore of Brilain' s most frishtening r;oo{orm pl»nomena - 1be Owlmm of Mawnan. 
£10 



NEW BOOKS FROM 
PUBLISHERS 

BARNABY David The Elephant that walked to 
.Manchester 66pp Pb. A \Wnderfully bizarre little 
book wbicb tells the story of the sale of 
\\OmbM:JJ•s Menagerie in 1 872 the aftermath 
when Malutrajah the Elephant walked from Scotland to his new home in M1Jncbester. 
Includes lots of interesting vignettes on 19th 9entury tra veiling menageries which are of 
mtcrest to the readers of 'Animals & 
Mcn'.Autographed by the author. Usually £6 now 
£ 5.00 
BARNABY David & DENNETT Clive· 
The �tiles of BeUe Vue 1950-77. 156pp A4 pb: 
Another excellent book of anecdotes from the 
author of 'The FJeplHmt that Walked to 
lvfanchestt;r '. It provides a woudefi.tl insight inro 
the v.orki'!{:S of the reprile departnrnt a t  
1Janch�ster s Belk Vue Zoo, but also provides a 
large bodv of otherwise. una va ila ble anecdotal 
evidence for 'out of place · exotic reptiles in tlte l'l?rtlz of England over a period of 27 )tears. 
Higlll.y r�Xcomended and :l Uto�raphed bv the audwrs :::. £7.00. 
BARNABY David "Quaggas and other zebras". 
A superb book about one. of the. most notorious 
extinct animals of all time and the de.sperate 
attempts that are bei� made to reconstitute the 
spedes . Usually £9 until 22. 12.96 £7 50 
FARRANf D 'Beyond L11e Hiehgat.e Vamp1·e ' 
AtJfOGRAPHED BY AIITHOR43pp 1992 
'Excellent personal lustory of tl1e phenomenon bv 
the one person really qua lified to mite a bout if. 
Re.cconr.nde4' £ 3.95 
GREEN Richard \\lid Ca t Species ofd1e world. 
163pp Pb lllustrated. Tile b�t book Oll tlze relid11e 
since Guggisberg in the mid 1 970 's. Includes 
The Onz.1 (in colour) Very Highly reccomended. 
Usually 12 .50 our special offer of 
£10.00 
THOMAS Dr Lars 'Ordbog Owr europi.ske. dyr ' 
Pb L80 pp 'Completely wonderful book from our 
Danish Representa tive wllich lists d1c commpon n.1aJeS of European nl.1U.Illl:lls. bird<; and fish in 
all European laaeuaees. Essez1tial! 
£ 7.00 

- � 

SHUKER Dr K.P.N: "IN SEARCH OF 
PREHISTORIC SURVIVORS" 192pp hb .M�ny illustrations. This is arg� bly the n.:>st im�rtant 
n�"'· book on gc:.n�al 0)'ptoroology since On d1e 
track of Unknown Animals ' was first/ublisbed 
fOrty years . ago. Shuker calmly an sensibly 
presents evzdence fOr d1e survival of dozens of 

spe.c.ies of animals, presently known only from rhe fOssil record. We cannot praise this book biubly enough Price 
£ 18.99 
SHUKER Dr IC.P .N. "DRAGONS - A 
NATURAL IDSTORY" 120PP PB. C10rgrouslv illustrated, this book nXJSt be one of the nnst 
�ttractive books �t I b.tve seen in many years. It 
zs . also a mus! for 4DJOOe Mrh an interest in 
things Dracoruan. Sb�r proves tha t he is not 
only a meticulous scientist, but a fine storv teller 
to • boot. 
£ 1 1 .00 
SHUKER Dr K.P .N. "THE LOST ARK - NEW 
AND REDISCOVERED SPECIES OF THE 20TH CENTIJRY.". hb. Another lavishly 
z'lluslrated book wbicb is an essencia/ purchase 
fOr an)'One interested in the advances tha t zoology 
bas made over the past nine.tv-nve vears. NOW 
our OF PRINr 

• 
£ 1 g.oo 

SHUKER Dr. K.P N. The Unexplained. 
Probably the best book of general forteana to have 
been published for many years. I cannot 
reccomend this book highly enough £ 16.99 
Dr Sb uker will, person ally a u toz.ra ph h is 
books for you at no extra cost. 1 cleph one for details. 

HEUVELMANS Dr B "ON 1HE TRACK OF 
UNKNOWN ANIMALS" Hb 677pp many 
iUustrations. At l:� st thiR cla:'lsic u.urk. which 
essentiaU)' define.d tile m<:Utodology a nd ·practise 
of tlze sc1roce of CQptozoology is LJOW : n':lilable 
again. 111is is a reprint of tlte 1962 edition but 
has a new introduction and mam: new 
illustrations. If )'OU ha ve not a_lready uoi a cop_v 
d1en )'OU should certamly Cuv tltis. 
£ 20.00 

. 
�EVER Sir C: . "The-y Dined on Fland" 224 pp. 
illus.  Excellent zmesllgatiozz of d1e 19th Century 
Acclimatisation Society andtbeir foWlder Fra1lk 
Buckfand., from the aucbor of 'Naturalise4 
Azumals of tlte British isles ' etc Almzsing and erudite. Lever is one of the gre..at experts on 
N.'ltura lised animals :md be writ�s n-itb �e.a t skill an� apzomb.The Publishers price \\-:ts lis.so our 
pnce lS £ 12.00 
CARTER R. Loch Ness the Tour. 22pp 1996. 
Useful guidebook to Loch Ne.ss. Very Good. 
£ 1.50 
STEENBURG, T.N. Sasqu.1 tch; Bi· ... fix>t - The con�nuin?. Mystery. 1 25pp 1993 E!. E;'{cellent Revtewea m A&M 10. Well worth getting for 
those interested in North Ame-rican BHM 
phenomena. £ 10.00 

----------------------------------------- - -



GREEN, J .  On the trackofthe Sasquatcb. Lan!e 
format Pb. 64pp. Many illustrations. 1980. 
Excellent £ 8.00 
GREEN 1. Sasqua tcb - The apes amongst us. 
492pp Lavishly illustrated. Possibly the best book 
I have read on North American Man Beasts. This 
is a classic of cryptozoology and should be 
bought! £ 12.00 
FULLER, E. The Lost Birds of Paradise. 160pp 
Hb. Reviewed in A&M 10. Gorgeous 
illustrations. Highly reccomended. 
£ 30.00 
BILLE. M. Runnurs of Existence. 192pp Pb 
1996. Excellent book of zoological anomalies 
and cryptozoology. Reviewed in A&MlO. 
£ 12.00 
GARNER, B. M:Jnstcr Monster - A  survey oftbe 
N:>rth American monster scene. 190pp Pb. 
Excellent book reviewed in A&MlO. Highly 
reccomended 
£ 10.00 
BOUSFIELD E.L and LEBLONDE P "An accouut of 'Cadborosal.,lrus wills� New genus new species, a lar�9 aguattc reptile from tlle Pacific 
co3st of L'IOrtli r'\tuenca ".lllustrated with 
photographs and line drawings. Only a few copies 
left 3'2pp A4 This offer will not be repeated 
£3.50 
BEER Trevor The Beast of Exmoor. The first 
book on the. subject by the man at the centre of !he· inve:stigation. Highly reccomended. 44pp with 
illu.,tranons. £ 3.00 
SHIELS Tonr. 'Doe'. Sea Headlines The long 
awaited firsst fruits of the legendaty Sea Heads 
project. Urunissable at £2.50 

OUR 0\\'N PUBLICATIONS 

Bastbouroe/Lake Monsters ofNew Guinea!Giant 
Lizards in Papua/Mx_stery Cat.s!BlackDogs on 
Dartmoor!Scorpion Mys!� . .. and more £ 2.00 
ANIMALS & MEN ISSUE 4 (out of 
print)Photocopy only Manatees ofSt Helena!Lake Z.Vnstc;r ofNCw Britlti.n/TUc sC�Jrcb. fOr tlzc 
Thyiacine/much more . . newsAetters etc £ 2.00 ANIMALS & MEN ISSUE 5 (out of 
print)Photocopy only. Mystery cats/Loch 
Ness!Tbe lvfigo Video/BOars and Puma.s!Hairy 
Hands ofDartnvor/News Reviews, obituaries, 
HELP etc £ 
2.00 
ANIMALS & MEN ISSUE 6 Owlman of 
Mawnan!Humv.ed Elepluwts ofNepalfM..vstery 
Ca ts/news, reVIews and more 
£ 2.00 
.ANIMALS & MEN ISSUE 7 �tery 
""'ftales,/Strangeness in Scotland/On collec� a 
cryptid!Bodmm Leopard Skull!Crwtozoological 
BOOks/Ne\�ls, revie\vs and nlJre 
£ 2 .00 
ANIMALS & MEN ISSUE 8. Green Cats, 
Mystery Whales, Cryptozoological books, news 
etc £ 2.00 
ANIMALS & MEN ISSUE 9. Hong Kon� 
Tiger, Hoirseman in Lincolnshire, Scotttsh BHM, 
ConR2 Peacock, Mystery whales etc 
£ 2.\N 
STEAMSHOVEL P RESS # 14 

Highly regarded US maoazine about conspiracy 
theories aJld tlte trlltll 'fue.y ' are not tcllii15 u:;. You've seen 'The Lone Gurunan' on tlie X 
Files. This is the 'real' thing. 
UFOs/Politics/Conspiracies/ Hoaxes and �ouuter 
hoaxesand all good stuff 
64pp £ 3.50 

LOBSTER 
AN Excellent UK based conspiracy theory 00\\-NES, J ' Road Dreams ' A month of �agazine which is highly re.ccome.nded. £2 .0(1 an strange. !Wings on. The autltor, his wife. and a 1ssue. 

reasonably well known rock and roll band travel 
across England with a bunch of engaging weirdos. MUSI C pb 120pp £ 5.00 

ANIMALS AND MEN BACK ISSUES 
ANIMA.l.S & MEN ISSUE 1 (out of print) 
Photocopy only. Relict Pine MJJ.rtens!Giant 
Sloths/Sumatran and Javan Rhinos/Golden 
Froesl Froe Falls .. .  and much more 
£ 2:00 � 
ANIMALS & MEN ISSUE 2 (out of print) 
Photocopy only. M}'stery bears in Oxford and 
The Atlas Mowllaius/ li>ch Ness/Green 
l.izards/Wood�uselfatzelwurm . . and much more 
£ 2.00 
A!'fiMALS & ME.� ISSUE 3 'out of priot)Pbotocopy only. GitJnt �rm in 

JON DOWNES & THE 
AMPHIBIANS FR0�1 OUTER 

SPACE - the world )s  only 
fortean rock band have the 

tollowin_g recordings available. 
'The Case · (ten tracks) CD 

£1 0.00 Casette £5.00 
'Contractual Obligations' (four 

tracks) Cassette £3 .50 



SECOND HAND 
BOOKS 

1956. £ 3.50 
DINSDALE T 'The Story of The Loch Ness fvbnster' 1973 pb 124pp 8 photos. Seve.ral Text 
Figs £ 2 .00 
DROSCHER V.B. The magic oftbe senses. Ph 
333 1969. Fascinating look at animal behaviour 
and senses. Excellent l>argain. Many illustrations. 

ATTENBOROUGH D . 'Zoo Quest to Guiana '  Reccomended £2.00. 158pp 1956 Hb 185pp 'Excellent animal FORT, C. 'New Lands' 1974 Pb Ed. 205pp. collecting book from tlie 1950's packed with Essential readiM £ 3.00. zoological information unavailable elsewhere. 8 HAININO P.Ed 'The Ancient Mvsteries Reader Qlates. !Recommended ' £ 2.00 Book I '. Anthology of short stories with fortean 
BATES, M. The Forest and the Se.a ' (1960) . themes. Includes writings by Poe, Wells and 
Interesting book on North American ecolo�y . Ph Conan-1)9yle £ 2.00 
2 1 6pp :t. 225 HARMSWORTH A. 'Loch Ness - The Monster '. 

· BERLITZ, C. 'The Bermuda Triangle' 1996 Ed. 32pp. Full colour booklet on Loch Ness with 201 P.P. Ph. Mildly entertaining quas1 fortean tosh mucll useful information. Slightly tatty hence 
Don t believe a word! £ 3.00 £ 2.00 . BERLITZ, C. 'Mysteries from forf!otten v.orld'. HITCIDNG F W,rld Atlas ofM�tenes. 1980 Slightlv more entertaining and less tosh mostly book club Ed. hb d/w. 256 pp. E;"tcellent - one. of abOut Atlantis. OK if vou like that sort of thin� my favourite books on tlie subje.ct of general 
24_plates. 2 19w_Pb 1 9'96 Ed . £3.vv forteana and mxsteries. Includes much of mtere.'> t BINNS R J. - 'The. Loch Ness Mystery Solved'. · to the cryptozoolo�ist £12.00 
1983. 8vo Hb 227pp. 1 8  photographs, nwnerous HOLIDAY Ted. The Great Orm of Web Ness ' 
line drawings and text figures. Ail increasillglJ' 1970 Avon PbUS 224pp. Illustrate-d with plates sougl� :Jftez· book .  £ 5.00 and line drawin�s. Classic book on the subject. 
BORD J and C 'The Evidence for Bigfoot and £ 4.00 - · 

other man be<lst� · 1 984 pb 254 pp. Numerous HOWELLL & FORD Th� true biston· of the photographs and illustratilons. A super book on Elephant Man. Pb. 1980 e.d. 223pp. 1 plate.s. UJ.e subie.ct of North American and other man- E.xceUent and difficult to find. beasts.Increasiz12ly Iu�hly soUE!ht after £4.50 
aud unfortuna fi:fv ouc -of ptrot. '"Near Mint IZZARD R. The Abominable. Sno\\-nt.a n 
Condition. '"'e only have. limited numbers of tlu:; adventure. 1 st Ed. 1955. Hb dJw. 302pp. Quite boot £ 6.00 rare. and very sou2"ht after !17.00 BOTTRIEL L.G V:mbalal�. Th� story of Ple J EFFR EY," AKT. 'The Bermuda Tnangle '. african leopard and It'> relatiOnship to the. Wtld. 1975pb 144pp . Entertaining nonsense abOut a 
Largee format hb with d/w. Lavi shly illustrated. thoroughl� unbelie.vable subject An e.sential From the author of 'The Kin!? Cfieetah ' ven-· purchase. 1 f  only to compare i{ wit�l Be.rtitz in a 
difficult to find and sought after 2 14pp £ 10.00 vam attempt to see. wllo can wn te the. worst CARRINGTON Richard MemttJ inds and rubbish. 
f..f.astodons 2 5 1pp 1961 Ed. Excelle.nt book. £ 2.00 
Nume.roll'i illu'itrations. Sought after in hardback JONES, Ken 'Orpl1ans of tlte Sea '. The sto�-y of 
edition. £10.00 the Cornish Seal Sanctwuy. Autogmghed by 
COLEMAN, Loren Tom Slick and the search author. 124pp Pb. 8 pages of plates. 1970. �ice, 
fOr the Thti '. 1989. Pb. 1 76pp E'<ceUent work on collectors rtcm 
an unusual and little explored aspe.ct to £ 3.00 . Cryptozoology. Many illustrations. LOCK WOOD, AP.M. 'Aninml !Jody Flwds a.!zd 
Reccomende.d. £5.00 thc:ir regula tion ' Schol arly and mtcresl.ul�. Hb. 
COX B 'Prelzistoric AninUils '. pb 1 50pp 1969. 1 77pp. illustrate.d with dis!!rams ana line E.xcellent_l)()cket guiJe. (2.00 drawme:s. . £ �· 4.00 
CA WSON F Tize Monsters uz tlzc Mind. Hb MOR RIS Desmond Catlore 1 1 4pp hb dh.o line dfw 174pp 1995. S�hola.rly e.x.ami11ation vf the drawings . Fascinating se.que.l to · the acciaimed human need for 'monst�rs '. Re-e.valuates much 'Catwatching ' which tells you afl you could want 
data and tinds some surprising concltL'iions.  to know about mogeies. £5.00 
E.'(celleut £ 12.00 MORRIS Desmond 'Do�watcllin!! '. This is the CLARK Arthur C. A->roundin� Days. 2 24pp pb essential guide to doo 'behaviour and is a 1989.  Entertaining autobioerapny crammed fUll of fascinatino collection ot" information which i$  
fortean snippets. - · 

£ 2.00 hard to find elsewre. 106pp Hb dlw £5.00 DENIS, Michaela . 'Leopard in nw Lap '. SHIELS, Tony 'Doe'. ' 13 ' .  2 3pp 1967. Very rare Heartwarming true li fe reminiscences from book of �agic from the Wizara o� the Western veteran zoolo!rist and film rnaker. World. This is the only copy of this e.ditlon we 
Many classic pictUres. 2 88pp Hb (Book Club Ed). have ever seen. and it ts bound to be sold almost 



immediately_ £ 7.00 
SMITH D.K. 'Secrets 6-om a Star Gazers 
notebook - mak:i.w! Astrology M)(C tOr ):UU '. This 
book is perhaps tlie most absurd that I have ever 
read. Pb 492pp 1982 £ 2.50 
WALKER A. 'Little One' 1994. Pb. 29 1pp. 
Cosmic drivel from an authoress who should 
know better. Buy it to give to a gu!lible friend. 
The authoress claims to nave been channelling a 
Rod Indian spirit who tells her how to save the 
ecology of our planet! Worth buying if only for 
the iitsch value! £1.50 
wn.LIAMS J.H. 'Elep.Mnt Bill'. 1955 Book 
Oub Ed. Hb. Flephants m the Burmese Jungle. 
IDutrated with archive photographs. . 245pp 
£ 3.00 
WITCHELL N, 7be Loch 'NeS$ Story' Revised 
Book aub Edition of 1979. Hb with dustwrapper 
236oP illustrated throughout '&ellent boOk '. £ 11.00 
WITCHELL 15, 77te Loch Ness Story' Revised 
and U�ted �:.clition of 1989. Pb 230pp 16 
Pbo�aphs 'Excellent book •. Good condition £ 5.w 
WITCHELL I$, 'TIJe Loch Ness Story' Revised 
and Updated �ition of 1989. Pb 23Qpp 16 
Photographs 'Excellent book ' .  Sliglttly ta tty 
hence 
£ 3.00 
WITCHELL N, 'The Loch Ness Sto�y' 1982 . Pb 
edition 208pp 16 Photographs 'ExceUcnt book '. Slightly t.uty hence 
£ 3.00 

SPECIAL OFFER 

DlMITRI BAYANOV : "IN 
THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE 

RUSSIAN SNO WMAN" 

£10.00 

VERY LIMITED SUPPLIES SO 
PLEASE ORDER QUICKLY. 

GILROY R, 'M,ysterious Australia '. pb 
illustra\00 288pp. A fascinating collection of antipodean tOrtr.ana which includ� seVf?ra_l l�!-rge 
secbons on cryptoZDOlogy and aUred drscrplines. The )bwie: Giant I.iz:trds: The Thyfacine 
Marsupial 'Panthers ', Bunyips, lake and River 

) _ ____________________ _ 

lW:>nsters, relict dinosa urs and mucb lllOre. 
Higbly reccor:rended. £2 off publishers price at 
£ 9.00 

10% OFF THE PUBLISHERS PRICE OF ALL FORTEAN TIMES 
PUBLICATIONS: 

FORTEAN TIMES 1-1S 'Yesterday�_ News 
Tomorrow ' 400 pp pb Includes m>lf Children. 
.M:x>n Mysteries. poltergeists, P.wamids, Water 
M:>nsters, Fortean USA ana lots nDre) £ 17.99 
FORTEAN TIMES 16-25 'Diary of a Mad 
P:bnet' 4 1 6  pp pb. Includes Bleeding Pictures, 
Animal Attacks, Morga wr close encounters, 
swar1115 of an.im:lls ana much more. Too much to 
list £ 17.99 
FORTEAN TIMES 26-.30 'Seeing out the 
seventies' 320 pp pb Owlman, lvf)'8tery animals, 
ABC'sanimal a ttacks, Stigmata, Ftsb Falls, 
Fortean Phenomena in a ncient pamphlets & m:Jre £ 13.50 
FORTEAN TIMES 31-36 'Gateways to 
Mystery' 4 1 6  pp pb TIJe touch of death. mystGL·y 
blob. ""ilclmen a nd llemut'J. m)'stery ca ts. 
Owlman. Doe Slliels, Morg:nvr. in search!! of 
dinosa urs. the Yeren and more £ 17.99 

-

FORTEAN TIMES 37-41 'Heavens 
reprimands' 41 6__pp pb The Mm v.rho in�nted 
tlymg saucers The Hackney Bear, Mystery Kangaroos in USA, pla11ts gm winG,_ out of peoples 
� and much m:Jre £ 17 .Y':J 
FORTEAN TIMES 42-46 'IfPigs could Fly' 
416  pp pb Mystery Submarines, Werev .. olves m DevotL uonzed bumo.ns. lake monsters aaoss 
Europe, phantom a ttackers and much m.xe 
£ 17.99 
FORTEAN TIMES 47-51 'Fishy Yarns' 416  pp pb Australian M)'stery Aru·mals, Ie.li 1 
SiglJtmgs. lizard M:m. Mystery Cars and many 
pa�e.s of nev.-:s and much much more 
£ f7.99 

FORTEAN STUDIES VOLUME ONE 350pp 
Lon� rese-arch pn.pers on many s�biects includes: Kar! Shuker on Mystel}' Ba ts.Micliel Raynal on 
the Giant Octopus. The Luminous Owls of 
Norfolk. Mike. Dash on the Great Devon Mystery, 
Michel M eur�er on Medieval French mxstery 
cats and mucn more. Essential. £ 17.99 
FORTEAN STUDIES VOLUME TWO 320pp 
Long research pape.rs on many subje.cts includes: 
KarT Shuker on the _physical evidence of British M_ystery Cats, Micliel Ra_ynal and Gary 
M�oi;lc_opra on Out of .Pface CoelecaothS, 
Micii'el Muerger on Icelandtc \Vater Monste-rs, 
Bob Ri ckard on Fish Falls and much more £ 
17.99 



PERIODICAL REVIEWS 
� adcome an c:Jrl...ngc o!Ffodicals fllfith magazinetJ of JDJtual mC'eM - al�U�h bear Ll8e t�e now cxma1!£CI .Utb t10 many mrgan.aes Ml -'-"" been foroca, lD.ICh againttt our iJrtean .m«bcxlology, to carcgor• tbcm. 

CRYPIOZOOLOGY AND ZOOMYlJIOLOOY 
DRAGON CHRONICLE, The Dragon Trust, PO Box 3369, 
London SW6 6JN. A faecimting collection of all things 
draconian which mw appears four times a year. Now A4 am 
Glossy . .bow do they DO il? 
THE BRI11SH COLUMBIA CRYPrOZOOLOOY CLUB 
NEWSLETIER. 3773 Wet1. 18th Avenue, Vllii:XJUVCI', 
British Columbia, Canada. V65 1 B3. Excellc:m am wdl tu 
to&ether, and they are now on the Im.cm::t as wdll 
CREATURE RESFARCH JOURNAL, Paul Jobnson, 721 
Old GrcenabwJ Pike, North Versailles, PA 1.5 137- 1 1 1 1  
USA. New issue devoted to Pennsylvania Bigfoot reports 
1994-.5. 

CR.YPTOZOOLOOIA, ANOCiation Bclge d•F..tudc et de 
Protection de& Animaux � Square des Latins 49/4, 1050 
Bruxelles. Belgium. A French lang uagc mrgazinc published 
by the Belgian aociety for Cryptozoology. 

CRYPTOZOOLOGY REVIEW, 137 Atlas Avc, Toromo, 
Ontario. Canada. M6C 3P4. Excellett new publication on 
cryptozoology. 

EXOTIC ZOOLOGY. 34QS WiDijammcr Drive, Colorado 
Sprl!Jgs, C080920 USA. A free newsletter from the author of 'Rumours of �xisteDOe'. Uacful roUDd-up of information 
on new and rediS�:ovcrod specie& 

FRINQE SCIENCE �!N�3nNJWf• �=� p�lu�m �rft��� i:,.����n. �book Project. Fucimtq snippets of useful 

NEXUS SS � Rei, E Grinstead. West SU88Cx RHl9 
I BG. ImelligC!"t look . at the frin&es of scieooe. Well put 
together. Very unpmsstve. 

FORJEAN/EAR1H MYSTERJES/FOl.KLORE 
TEMS NEWS, l lS Holly� Lane, Hampton, Middleeex, 1WI 2 2QY. An entettairung collection of odds and sods and 
r.enerally weird stuff. A tnll£azine I always enjoy teading. Recommended. 
COVER UP, David Coleman, 39 Umefield Crescem, Bathgate, West Lothian. Scotland. EH48 I RF. The magazine 
of the Lothian U ncx� Pberomena Research group. UFOs, animal mutilation, groats etc. lbis is a W�eful addition 
to the scene and the editor should be congratulated for his hard work. 
DELVE, Gene DvPiatt!� 17 Shetland St. W'tllowdale, 
om&rio. Camda.M1m 1}\;). Forteao magazine. New iMuc 
includc:s an article on the flying snake of Namibia. 
3rd STONE, PO Box 258, Cheltenham, GLS3 )HR. 
Magazinc of the Gloucetter Earth Mysteries Group. Wtttily 
and intelligem.Iy put together. 

DFAD OF NIGHT, 156 Bolton Road East, NeM'erry, Wiml, 
Men�eytlide, L62 4RY. An amusing and intelligemly put 

together Fortc:an magaziDc. My favourite fortcan joumal •• 

deVILLE'S ADVOCAlE, Mike White, 62 Goochmre Cree­
cem,. Churcbdown, Gloe, GL3 2DL. A highly emertaining 
pbiloeopbicaUfortc:an Dllgazinc.. Tbc Spring issuc includes a 
Da� Sivier article on the eocial implications of the Intcmct 
and the poesibilitica of its fwurc UIC and miauee; snippets of 
weird news from the world's preas; a dcuilcd aooow:t of a 
UFO eigbin& over Cbcttenbam; and a crypozoological 
amlylia of Gloucalcr'a Dccrhunlt Dragon legend. The quote 
OD page 2, "Reecateh, .li.kc love, requires DO I'CIIODI and m 
cxcuece," sums the magazine up. 

ZOQLOGYINATilRAL WSTORY 
HERP UFE. 19 Flmdale Road, Bidefor<S, N Devon, EX39 3Lf. South Western Hetpe!tologicat SOclctl' 4pp newsletter 
Ertcrtaining and inf01101ti� newsletter from a thriving 
organi•tion. Comains some quasi-fortean oddmetts. 
BIPEDIA, Francoie de Sarre, C.E.R.B.I, 6 Avenue GeoJEe V, 00000 Nicei France. ls!IUC twelve of this l'Crolarlr magazine Js now avai able. Written P.,artlv in french. P.&rtlv in Eii21ish. 
1t explores the obecure,. but · faSCimtiog· theory of friitia1 
Bipcctalism, and its alliea disciplines. 

MILTON KEYNES HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY 15 Eslc Wa�-' �!_C!chlC)\ Milton Keynes. Excellen A5 magazine cooai.ning hanav hint� informative articles and 
news of what appears to be an exciting organisation. 

MAINLY ABOUT ANIMALS, l3 Pound Place, Sbalford, 
Guildford, Surrey GU4 8HH, Veteran Zoologist Clinton 
K.::eling edits this wonderful A5 magazine which is, as tbe 
title says, mainly about animals. This is a genre of Dllgazine 
that 1 and ma� otbcra feared was lo!l forever and it comes 
with your editor• s big best reoommeodation. 

ESSEX REPTILES AND AMPIDBlANS SOCIETY 6 
Cbeanw W�y. TIP.� Colche!ter, Essex, C05 ONX. Amther excellent arid livdy regio[Jil reptile !()(..iety. 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PRIVATE ANIMAL 
KEEPERS""8 Yewlandfo Wallc, lfield, Crawley, West Sus�x. RH! 1 QQr.. Useful J'llblication .ooludi� a wealth of 
infontlltion about wild animal husbandry. 1bi1.1 is an 
organisation which, especially in the present political climate nei008 your support. 
THE MANE, Wild .Eouid Society, Flat 19, J J9 Havc:rstodr 
Hill, London NW3 4RS. Fascinatin& journal abou v..ild rorses and their relatives. Includes mucb of interest to the cryptozoologist. 

MISCELL\NEOUS 
NEIWORK NEWS. P.O BOX 2, LOS1WITHIEL. 
CORNWALL PL22 . OYY. Anarchism. Earth mysteries. 
weirdncss. and even a little Cf).'Ptozoology. lbis is the sort of 
tmn\III1C1Xally groovy collection which slx>uld be encour­
aged. 

PENDRAGOS, Smithy HOWIC, Newton by Frodsbam, Cheshire WA6 6SX. A sclx>larlv and ma88i�ly entertaining 
magazine on things Arthuriao. Manages to ki£ an ����e bctMlCD literature aiid bi!lory. 1gbly 
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